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PREFACE 

This  is  the  story  of  a  people  of  courage,  faith  and  trust  that  God  would 
watch  over  them  and  guide  them  in  their  undertaking  to  form  a  Church, 
erect  a  Sanctuary  and  continue  worshipping  there. 

A  group  of  fifty-seven  men,  women  and  children  were  Organized  into  a 
Church  with  no  pastor  and  no  building.  When  they  began  construction  on 
their  house  of  worship  they  had  no  Pastor.  With  a  Session  of  four  men,  they 
met  weekly  for  Sabbath  School  and  Prayer  Meetings  and  had  "preaching" 
services  when  they  could  —  sometimes  only  once  a  month.  They  were  not 
afraid  to  work  and  with  their  own  hands  the  men  built  their  Church.  The 
women  scrubbed  and  polished  and  kept  it  clean.  They  cooked  and  sold 
suppers  to  help  pay  for  the  building  materials. 

There  was  never  enough  money  in  the  Treasury  until  more  recent  years, 
but  these  early  members,  these  Scots,  were  a  determined  lot,  and  we  of  later 
generations  are  grateful  for  the  foundation  that  they  laid. 

It  has  been  interesting  to  trace  the  happenings,  the  perseverence  in 
overcoming  many  obstacles  along  the  way,  the  continuous  love  of  a  people 
for  the  House  of  God  —  the  Bride  of  Christ  —  and  the  constant  love  for 
their  God  resulting  in  a  continuous  spiritual  growth  throughout  the  years. 

The  Congregation  of  today  should  receive  the  challenge  handed  down  to 
them  and  carry  it  on  into  the  future  years. 
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MOORE  COUNTY  AND  THE  POCKET  COMMUNITY 

The  Pocket  Presbyterian  Church  was  Organized  May  2,  1890  and  the 
Pocket  School  was  founded  about  1883,  but  before  we  delve  into  the  history 
of  the  Church  and  School,  let  us  take  a  look  at  the  Pocket  Community  and 
surrounding  area  at  this  period  of  time. 

The  Pocket  Community  was  and  is  located  west  of  the  town  of  Sanford, 
North  Carolina.  It  was  a  part  of  Moore  County  until  1907  or  1908  when  Lee 
County  was  officially  formed.  (There  are  conflicting  dates  as  to  when  this 
was  done.)  It  was  mostly  a  farming  area  in  the  1890's  and  still  is  to  some 
extent.  The  main  crop  raised  was  cotton,  until  the  cotton  price  dropped 
and  tobacco  became  the  principal  crop.  There  are  three  Creeks  running 
through  the  community:  Big  Pocket,  Little  Pocket  and  Racoon  Creek.  (It 
has  been  said  the  Creeks  formed  the  shape  of  a  pocket  around  the  area  — 
thus  the  name  Pocket.)  A  road  called  the  Jonesboro  Road  ran  in  front  of 
the  Church  for  many  years.  From  the  southern  side  of  the  Academy  it  went 
east  down  to  Racoon  Creek  (the  road  bed  can  still  be  seen),  and  the  other 
end  of  it  trailed  off  through  the  woods  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Church, 
which  also  can  still  be  traced.  This  old  road  is  no  longer  used  and  a  new 
paved  two-lane  road  leads  in  to  the  church  and  dead  ends.  There  were  many 
very  large  beautiful  oak  trees,  pines,  maples,  and  many  nut  trees  (hickory, 
walnut,  chestnut  and  scaley  bark)  everywhere.  A  few  are  still  there. 

A  census  was  taken  in  1890  in  Moore  County  showing  13  townships.  The 
largest  of  these  was  Carthage  with  2,719,  Jonesboro  with  1,433,  Sanford 
with  1,355  and  Pocket  township  with  1,306.  The  largest  town  in  Moore 
County  at  that  time  was  Jonesboro  with  541  residents.  Carthage  was 
second  with  485. 

About  six  years  before  the  census  was  taken,  John  Patrick  had  begun 
developing  the  town  of  Southern  Pines  as  "a  desirable  and  healthy  place  to 
live",  and  in  brochures  sent  up  north  claimed,  "the  long  leaf  pine  much 
superior  to  that  of  the  short  leaf  or  white  pine;  properties  exist  in  them 
directed  to  the  cure  of  diseases  of  the  air  passages." 

Also  at  this  time  T.W.  Stemler  brought  forty-four  acres  of  land  seven 
miles  northwest  of  Carthage  for  $2.00  an  acre  to  develop  the  town  of 
Parkwood.  In  the  1890's  the  town  of  Pinehurst  was  being  developed  by 
James  W.  Tufts  of  Boston  and  almost  from  the  beginning  there  was  a  frame 
building  used  as  a  Country  Club.  Many  rich  northerners  came  down  to  the 
area  to  spend  their  vacations  in  the  large  hotel  for  $18  to  $30  a  week.  Some 
of  them  began  to  make  this  area  their  permanent  home. 

In  1890  there  were  58  public  schools  in  Moore  County  for  white  children 
and  20  for  colored  children.  These  were  only  eight  month  schools.  Forty- 
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MAP  OF  POCKET  COMMUNITY  —  showing  Old  Jonesboro  Road,  the  Church 
location  and  some  of  the  old  homes  in  the  area. 
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four  teachers  had  certificates.  A  male  teacher's  salary  was  $25  a  month,  a 
female's  salary  $22  a  month  and  salaries  for  colored  teachers  were  less. 

Private  Academies  flourished.  There  were  twenty-two  of  them  in  the 
County.  Two  of  the  larger  ones  were  the  Carthage  Male  Academy  in  Car- 
thage and  the  Union  Home  School  located  across  the  road  from  the  Union 
Presbyterian  Church  near  Carthage.  The  Union  School  had  both  male  and 
female  students,  but  "they  were  kept  separated  except  for  recitations  and 
social  functions."  The  School  catalog  boasted  "a  library  of  twenty-five  or 
thirty  volumes". 

In  the  1890's  in  Moore  County  there  were  twenty-two  Presbyterian 
Churches,  twenty  Methodist,  twelve  Baptist,  eight  Christian  and  two  Epis- 
copal Churches. 

There  were  many  Post  Offices  scattered  throughout  the  County.  Some 
were  located  in  country  stores,  some  housed  in  private  homes.  They  had  a 
variety  of  names  like:  Quiet,  Noise,  Rise,  Gale,  Blink,  Coffer,  Lonely  and 
Pocket.  At  one  time  there  were  so  many  little  post  offices  dotted  here  and 
there  that  the  rule  was  to  add  the  county  to  the  address,  such  as  Pocket, 
Moore  County,  North  Carolina. 

We  have  no  record  as  to  how  long  the  Pocket  Post  Office  existed  or  even 
when  it  began  to  be,  but  we  do  know  that  Daniel  Mcintosh  was  one  of  the 
Post  Masters.  There  were  also  William  B.  Campbell  and  Newton  Elijah 
Poe.  Each  of  these  homes  was  within  one  or  two  miles  of  the  present 
location  of  the  Pocket  Church. 

Mr.  Poe  was  the  father  of  Mollie  Bridges  who  said  there  was  a  special 
room  in  their  home  that  housed  the  mail.  It  was  delivered  to  them  once  or 
twice  a  week  by  a  black  man  they  called  "Uncle  Peter".  He  had  walked 
about  six  miles  (possibly  from  the  train  station  in  Carbonton)  and  since 
they  knew  he  was  tired  and  hungry,  they  always  prepared  extra  food  for 
him.  (He  was  especially  fond  of  sweet  potatoes.)  The  Poe  home  which  no 
longer  exists,  was  located  on  the  old  Jonesboro  Road  not  far  from  where  it 
crossed  Pickard  Road. 
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POCKET  ACADEMY  —  Where  Pocket  Church  first  began  meeting 
(As  it  looks  today) 
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Pocket  School  Male  Cottage 
(As  it  looks  today) 


Mrs.  Annie  Harrington  McGilvary  Hill 
(Founder  of  the  School) 
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THE  McGILVARY  —  POCKET  SCHOOL 

On  the  east  side  of  Racoon  Creek  lived  a  fine  old  gentleman,  Evander 
McGilvary,  who  was  for  many  years  an  Elder  in  the  Buffalo  Presbyterian 
Church.  (He  had  a  brother,  Daniel  McGilvary,  who  went  into  the  ministry 
and  became  a  missionary  in  Siam.)  Evander  McGilvary 's  only  child,  Wil- 
liam Malcolm  McGilvary,  born  in  1847,  graduated  from  Davidson  College, 
taught  school  awhile,  then  went  to  Union  Theological  Seminary  (when  it 
was  located  in  Hampden  Sydney,  Virginia)  and  graduated  in  1876.  Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery  Ordained  him  two  years  later.  In  1877  he  married 
Annie  M.  Harrington,  daughter  of  William  B.  Harrington,  an  Elder  in 
Euphronia  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  McGilvary  had  three  children  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  he  died  in  1883.  When  Annie  McGilvary  became  a  widow,  she 
returned  to  the  Pocket  Community  and  she  is  the  one  who  started  the 
Annie  McGilvary  School  which  later  was  renamed  the  Pocket  High  School. 

(Mrs.  McGilvary  was  married  a  second  time  to  James  Henry  Hill  in  1893 
and  they  had  a  son,  Henry  Harrington  Hill.  She  died  when  he  was  two  years 
old.  She  would  have  been  proud  to  know  that  he  became  President  of 
George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers  in  Nashville,  Tennessee.  Her  second 
husband  was  President  of  Statesville  Male  Academy  for  many  years.  Ac- 
cording to  a  letter  from  her  son,  his  mother  left  him  a  500  acre  farm  in 
Moore  County  which  he  sold  to  a  Harrington  relative.  The  Sanford  Ex- 
press in  June  1896  had  a  notice  of  the  death  of  "Mrs.  Annie  Hill,  wife  of 
Professor  James  Henry  Hill,  43  years  old,  youngest  daughter  of  William  D. 
Harrington,  born  and  reared  near  Euphronia  Presbyterian  Church.  She 
was  a  splendid  lady  and  constant  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.") 

From  the  Sanford  Express  October  26,  1933  we  read:  "The  earliest 
history  of  the  Annie  McGilvary  School  is  incomplete,  but  all  reports  indi- 
cate a  co-educational  institute  known  as  the  McGilvary  School  started 
about  1883  by  Mrs.  Annie  McGilvary,  an  experienced  educator  and  mem- 
ber of  a  prominant  Pocket  Community  family. 

"The  first  school  building  was  put  up  by  the  State,  according  to  early 
newspaper  articles,  but  it  was  used  only  two  months  out  of  the  year  for 
state-supported  instruction.  The  remainder  of  the  school  year,  parents  of 
Pocket  and  surrounding  communities,  intent  on  an  education  for  their 
children,  supported  the  school  with  tuition.  Both  boys  and  girls  were 
enrolled  at  the  McGilvary  School,  but  in  the  beginning  only  girls  boarded 
there.  A  general  curriculum  was  followed  and  Mrs.  McGilvary  was  assisted 
by  Miss  Lula  Mclver,  who  taught  art,  and  Miss  Mary  Shepard,  a  music 
teacher.  Miss  Mclver  and  Miss  Shepard  were  quite  young  but  were  well 
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educated  and  they  did  good  work  in  the  school  room." 
Apparently  Mrs.  McGilvary  remained  at  the  School  for  about  five  years. 

In  the  Carthage  Blade,  August  3,  1888,  we  read  the  following  advertise- 
ment: 

"Sanford  High  School  for  both  sexes;  strictly  non-sectarian;  College 
Prep  and  Practical.  John  E.  Kelly,  Principal  (Late  of  Union  Home  School) 
and  Mrs.  Annie  McGilvary,  Lady  Principal  (Late  of  Pocket  School);  Ses- 
sion opens  second  Monday  in  August;  For  Particulars,  Address  the  Trust- 
ees, Sanford,  North  Carolina." 

In  the  August  11, 1888  CENTRAL  EXPRESS,  Sanford,  North  Carolina, 
we  read  the  following  advertisement: 

POCKET  HIGH  SCHOOL 

A  non-sectarian  school  for  both  sexes 
Allen  Jones,  Jr.  and  D.N.  McLauchlin,  A.B.  Principals 
Tuition:  $1.50,  $2.00,  $2.50  and  $3.00  per  month 
Classics  $1.00  extra.  A  thorough  vocal  music  Department. 

Board,  including  washing  and  furnished  rooms:  $8.00  per 
month. 

Fall  Session  opens  August  20.  For  further  particulars  address: 
Allen  Jones,  Jr.,  Pocket,  Moore  County,  North  Carolina 

In  the  May  25,  1889  Town  and  Vicinity  Column  of  the  SANFORD 
EXPRESS  we  read:  "Closing  exercises  of  Pocket  High  School  to  be  held 
May  31,  1889  at  10  a.m.  Programme  —  original  speeches,  recitations  and 
dialogues.  Special  address  2  p.m.  by  Professor  John  Kelly,  Principal  at 
Raleigh.  Public  invited." 

Then  in  the  August  17, 1889  EXPRESS  we  read  the  following  advertise- 
ment: 

"Pocket  High  School  —  both  sexes.  Fall  term  opens  August  20,  1889. 
Thorough  instruction:  Classical,  Business,  College  preparation  and  practi- 
cal. Healthful  and  accessable  location,  near  juncture  of  R.  &  A.  All  lines 
with  C.F.  &  Y.V.  Railroad.  Moral  Community.  Terms  $1.50,  $2.00,  $2.50, 
and  $3.00  a  month.  Cheap  board  with  private  families,  or  students  may 
board  themselves  —  occupy  dorm  at  Academy.  Particulars:  J.S.  Brown, 
A.B.,  Principal,  or  D.N.  McLauchlin,  Winder,  North  Carolina." 

December  1889  Advertisement:  "POCKET  HIGH  SCHOOL  —  Thor- 
ough Instruction.  Elevating  social,  moral  and  religious  influence.  Healthful 
location.  Terms  reasonable.  Board  $6.50  month.  Room  free.  Pupils  may 
enter  any  time.  Next  Session  begins  December  29,  1889  —  Closes  June  4, 
1890.  J.S.  Brown,  Principal." 
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In  January  1894  Mr.  Evander  McGilvary  joined  with  two  other  men, 
Allen  Jones,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  C.  Campbell  to  form  a  joint  stock  company 
which  took  over  the  operation  of  the  school.  Mr.  McGilvary  donated  a  tract 
of  land  to  the  school,  new  subscriptions  were  taken  and  several  new  build- 
ings were  built.  At  the  same  time  he  deeded  two  and  one  half  acres,  joining 
the  school  property,  to  the  Pocket  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  the  SANFORD  EXPRESS,  August  16, 1894,  we  read  in  the  Town  and 
Vicinity  column:  "We  learn  that  Pocket  High  School  opened  last  Monday 
morning  with  over  60  pupils  on  roll." 

On  January  17, 1895  in  a  similar  news  column  we  read:  "Mr.  Allen  Jones, 
Jr.,  who  has  been  for  some  years  Principal  of  Pocket  High  School,  is  now 
teaching  school  at  Carbonton.  Professor  Hughes  has  charge  of  the  former 
school  as  Principal."  Mr.  Hughes  has  been  described  as  "a  rather  stumpy 
man  with  a  "long  mustache." 

After  a  quick  succession  of  principals,  brothers  William  P.  and  John  B. 
Cameron,  Professor  Boaz  Young  (whose  daughter  Lou  taught  music),  Miss 
Maggie  Arnold  (daughter  of  Dr.  William  Arnold),  and  Mr.  Joe  King  ("a  tall 
country  man  who  ran  a  farm  near  Tramway"),  Mr.  Eugene  M.  Judd  took 
over  the  operation  of  the  school.  "Mr.  Judd",  as  described  by  Flora  Wicker 
Atkinson,  "was  not  a  large  man,  only  about  five-foot  eight.  He  sported  a 
small  mustache  and  always  wore  a  coat  and  tie  to  the  school  house.  Though 
small  in  statue,  he  was  a  strict  disciplinarian.  He  demanded  obedience  and 
got  it."  After  Mr.  Judd  left  the  Pocket  School,  he  became  the  first  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Lee  County  Public  Schools. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Academy  was  the  original  building  of  the  school.  It 
was  a  24  by  40  feet  single  room  unpainted  frame  structure  with  six  windows 
and  plastered  inside  walls.  One  end  of  the  building  had  a  raised  platform 
about  ten  inches  higher  than  the  remainder  of  the  floor.  This  was  where  the 
teacher's  desk  was  and  where  students  did  their  recitations.  On  the  wall 
behind  this  area  was  a  black  board.  (The  blackboard  is  still  visible  and 
appears  to  have  been  where  the  plaster  was  painted  black.) 

Mrs.  Flora  Atkinson,  a  student  at  the  school,  recalled:  "The  teacher  sat 
up  on  the  platform  and  used  the  blackboard  to  explain  problems.  There 
were  long  benches  at  the  front  of  the  room,  and  the  teacher  would  call  each 
class  up  separately  for  lessons.  The  rest  of  the  children  were  to  be  studying 
quietly  at  their  desks.  They  cut  up  sometimes,  but  the  teacher  faced  us  at  all 
times,  so  they  didn't  get  by  with  much.  The  smaller  children  were  called  to 
the  front  one  or  two  at  a  time  to  say  their  lessons,  since  it  was  cold  up  there 
away  from  the  cast  iron  stove,  which  stood  in  the  middle  aisle.  The  little 
ones  also  got  the  preferred  seats  —  the  closest  to  the  stove  —  while  the 
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older  kids  sat  further  back  and  stood  the  cold  as  best  they  could.  The  bigger 
boys  took  turns  going  out  to  cut  firewood  for  the  stove.  There  were  four 
rows  of  desks,  two  on  each  side  of  the  middle  aisle.  Each  desk  was  built  for 
two  students.  We  studied  in  the  Harrington  Spellers,  Sanford's  Arithmetic, 
the  North  Carolina  and  American  Histories,  and  Holmes  Readers." 

The  boarding  house  or  girl's  dormitory  was  a  short  distance  from  the 
Academy.  It  consisted  of  four  large  bedrooms,  one  of  which  was  used  by  the 
matron,  the  other  rooms  probably  sleeping  at  least  four  girls  each.  There 
was  a  large  hall,  a  dining  room,  kitchen  and  two  porches.  Each  room  had  a 
fireplace  constructed  of  very  large  stones  and  a  mantel.  The  walls  were 
hand-dressed  pine  boards  which  were  never  painted.  The  ceilings  were 
about  10  or  12  feet  high.  The  house  was  built  on  stone  pillars,  as  was  the 
custom  of  those  days,  and  one  can  believe  the  wind  came  sweeping  up  the 
little  hill  under  the  house  and  kept  the  temperature  inside  at  a  low  level! 

There  were  several  small  two-room  houses  built  for  the  male  students. 
They  were  probably  all  located  near  Racoon  Creek  along  the  old  road  bed. 
One  of  these  little  houses  is  still  standing.  Each  of  these  buildings  had 
similar  fireplaces  to  those  in  the  girls'  dormitory.  Some  believe  the  boys 
cooked  and  looked  out  for  themselves  —  "batching  it",  but  it  is  possible 
they  were  fed  at  the  dormitory. 

In  1893  Mrs.  Catherine  Womble  and  her  daughter  Mary  Eliza  ("Ma- 
mie") lived  in  the  girls'  dormitory  and  did  the  cooking  for  the  students, 
while  Mrs.  Womble's  younger  children  attended  the  school.  (In  1894  Ma- 
mie married  James  Paisley  Gilliam  who  became  an  Elder  in  the  Pocket 
Church  and  Clerk  of  the  Session  for  many  years.) 

Rumor  has  it  that  there  was  a  special  rut  in  the  road  which  made  a  nice 
puddle  when  it  rained.  Here  the  boys  would  line  up  to  watch  the  girls  pull 
their  skirts  up  to  their  ankles  when  they  crossed  the  road  to  the  other  side! 

Mrs.  Delia  Poe  Smith  recalls  that  she  was  five  years  old  when  she  went  to 
the  old  Academy  to  school.  Her  teacher  was  Miss  Jennie  McRae.  All  of  the 
other  pupils  were  much  older  than  she.  She  remembers  going  to  the  recita- 
tion bench  near  the  teacher's  desk  to  recite  her  lessons.  This  was  the  year 
1907  and  she  believes  this  was  the  last  year  the  Academy  building  was  used. 
The  following  year  she  attended  class  in  a  newly  erected  one-room  school 
that  was  located  on  the  road  south  of  the  girl's  dormitory  and  on  that  side  of 
the  road. 

Miss  Delia  recalls  that  even  though  the  new  building  had  only  one  room, 
there  were  two  teachers  with  separate  classes.  The  dividing  line  was  a 
curtain  between  them.  She  also  recalls  that  she  learned  from  both  teachers 
as  it  was  not  impossible  to  hear  what  was  going  on  on  either  side  of  the 
curtain!  Later  an  additional  room  was  added  to  this  building  and  in  time 
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Miss  Delia  herself  taught  school  here.  Other  teachers  were  Misses  Lizzie 
Cole,  Florence  Gladden,  Annie  Cole,  Gertrude  Campbell,  Ola  Paschal, 
Mable  Watson,  Annie  Mcintosh,  Mary  Tulluck,  Mrs.  Joe  King  and  Mrs. 
Lois  Sutphin. 

In  a  clipping  from  the  Sanford  EXPRESS  about  1930  we  read:  "A 
petition  was  presented  to  the  County  School  Board  at  the  courthouse 
Monday,  signed  by  about  ninety  percent  of  the  voters  of  the  Pocket  School 
district,  asking  that  an  election  be  called  to  vote  on  the  question  of  levying  a 
special  tax  to  consolidate  the  school  with  the  Sanford  graded  schools.  May 
17th  was  the  day  set  for  the  election. 

"Daniel  A.  Mcintosh  was  named  as  the  registrar  for  this  election  and 
E.B.  Mclver  and  Andrew  J.  Cole  as  pollholders.  The  election  will  be  held  in 
the  Pocket  School  house. 

"The  Pocket  School  is  one  of  the  few  schools  in  the  county  that  is  not 
consolidated.  Soon,  all  the  students  in  the  county  will  be  in  consolidated 
districts." 

We  assume  the  vote  passed.  Many  of  the  present  members  of  the  Pocket 
Church  can  claim  their  early  schooling  in  this  little  Pocket  School  building, 
Which  no  longer  exists. 

The  only  buildings  remaining  today  are  the  girls'  dormitory  which  is 
used  for  storage  and  which  is  thickly  overgrown  with  trees  and  bushes,  one 
of  the  boys'  houses  some  distance  away,  and  the  original  Academy,  which  is 
gradually  deteriorating.  Its  glass  window  panes  are  gone  with  a  few  of  the 
wooden  shutters  remaining.  A  heavy  tree  limb  rests  on  the  tin  roof.  Inside, 
the  plaster  is  falling  away  revealing  the  slats  in  the  walls.  There  are  holes  in 
the  floor.  It  never  was  painted.  Time  is  taking  its  toll  on  one  of  the  earliest, 
but  finest  schools  in  this  area.  A  sad,  sad  sight!  A  ghostly  reminder  of  the 
past! 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

The  Pocket  Presbyterian  Church  was  officially  Organized  on  Saturday, 
May  2,  1890  by  Fayetteville  Presbytery,  represented  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Bingham  Mack,  with  fifty-seven  Charter  Members.  (See  list)  The  biggest 
majority  of  these  members,  representing  fifteen  families,  came  by  Letters 
of  Transfer  from  the  Buffalo  Presbyterian  Church  but  at  least  one  family 
came  from  Euphronia  Presbyterian  Church.  (Buffalo  and  Euphronia  were 
ten  miles  apart  and  the  new  Pocket  Church  was  located  mid-distance 
between.) 

The  following  day,  Sunday,  May  3,  1890  a  Congregational  Meeting  was 
duly  Called  to  elect  Elders  and  Deacons.  Elders  elected  were  Evander 
McGilvary,  who  had  been  elected  an  Elder  at  Buffalo  in  1854,  William  B. 
Campbell,  who  had  been  elected  an  Elder  at  Euphronia  in  1883,  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Arnold  and  Alexander  Monroe  Wicker.  Deacons  elected  were:  Thomas 
C.  Campbell,  Thomas  A.  Riddle,  John  Will  Wicker  and  Arthur  L.  Mcin- 
tosh. 

On  Monday,  May  4, 1890  this  newly  elected  Session  met  for  the  first  time 
and  elected  Evander  McGilvary  as  Moderator  to  preside  when  no  minister 
could  be  present.  Alexander  M.  Wicker  was  elected  to  be  the  first  Clerk  of 
Session.  (Mr.  Wicker  served  in  this  capacity  for  the  next  eight  years  until 
his  death.) 

All  of  these  meetings  took  place  in  the  Pocket  High  School  Academy 
Building,  since  there  was  no  church  building,  nor  did  this  group  have  a 
pastor.  Just  how  long  they  had  been  meeting  together  as  an  unorganized 
congregation  we  do  not  know,  but  in  the  April  5, 1890  Sanford  Express  we 
read: 

"Buffalo,  Pocket  and  Jonesboro  Churches  have  engaged  Dugald  N. 
McLauchlin  to  preach  for  them  during  the  summer  vacation.  He  is  a 
student  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Hampden  Sydney,  Virginia." 

May  17,  1890  in  the  EXPRESS  we  read:  "Dugald  N.  McLauchlin  has 
taken  a  room  at  the  Page  Hotel,  where  will  be  his  headquarters  while 
preaching  at  Pocket,  Buffalo  and  Jonesboro  Churches." 

The  following  year  the  Reverend  Dugald  Neil  McLauchlin  was  Called  to 
be  the  Pastor  of  the  Sanford,  Buffalo,  White  Hill  and  Pocket  Churches.  He 
was  Pocket's  first  Pastor. 

Pocket  was  to  have  one-fourth  of  Mr.  McLauchlin's  time  and  was  to  pay 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  ($184)  a  year  on  his  salary.  He  was 


11 


12  The  Pocket  Presbyterians 

Installed  on  the  Friday  before  the  Second  Sabbath,  August  7,  1891.  The 
Reverend  David  Fairley,  Pastor  of  Covenant  and  Stated  Supply  of  Galatia 
Churches,  "preached,  presided  and  propounded  the  Constitutional  Ques- 
tions." He  also  charged  the  Congregation.  The  Reverend  William  F.  Thom, 
pastor  of  Euphronia,  charged  the  Pastor. 

Mr.  McLauchlin  only  stayed  at  Pocket  and  the  group  of  Churches  for  one 
year.  While  he  served  these  churches  he  was  not  married,  but  three  years 
later  in  the  Charlotte  Observer  we  read:  "Reverend  Dugald  N.  McLauchlin, 
formerly  of  Sanford  but  now  of  Chester,  South  Carolina,  will  be  married  to 
a  young  lady  there  on  July  12,  1894  ...  As  a  pulpit  orator  he  has  few 
superiors  and  as  a  gentleman  of  culture  and  refinement  he  remains  without 
a  peer." 

From  the  beginning,  the  Pocket  Congregation  had  Sabbath  School  every 
Sunday  in  the  Academy  building  and  on  Sunday  nights  there  were  regular 
Prayer  Meetings  led  by  Professor  Allen  Jones,  Jr.,  Principal  of  the  School 
(He  later  went  into  the  Ministry),  some  of  the  young  men  students  at  the 
school,  and  by  Professors  William  P.  Cameron,  John  B.  Cameron  and  A.B. 
Cameron  when  they  were  teaching  there.  (Professor  A.B.  Cameron  later 
became  Superintendent  of  the  Moore  County  Schools.)  There  was 
"preaching"  whenever  they  could  get  a  Minister  to  visit  them,  but  even 
when  they  had  a  Pastor  he  only  preached  once  or  twice  a  month,  as  he  was 
shared  with  other  Churches.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  Ladies  Mission- 
ary Society  from  the  beginning,  although  it  was  reported  in  the  Session's 
Records  to  have  been  poorly  attended. 

With  or  without  a  pastor  the  Session  was  very  diligent  in  carrying  out  its 
duties.  There  was  always  a  delegate  elected  to  attend  Presbytery  and  Synod 
Meetings.  Apparently,  at  this  time  Presbytery  lasted  parts  of  two  days.  One 
meeting  was  scheduled  to  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  continued  through  the 
next  morning.  The  hostess  Church  was  required  to  provide  housing  for  the 
Presbyters  in  their  homes. 

The  following  are  Minutes,  Financial  Reports  and  Annual  Narrative 
Reports  of  the  earliest  Session  Meetings  from  the  First  Session  Record 
Book,  May  4,  1890  to  April  1,  1942: 

"Pocket  Church,  May  4th,  1890 

Session  met,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Moderator.  Present:  the 
Reverend  Joseph  B.  Mack,  Moderator,  and  Elders  Evander  McGilvary, 
William  B.  Campbell,  William  Arnold,  and  Alexander  Wicker. 

Elton  Eugene  Campbell,  a  baptized  member  of  the  Church,  came  before 
the  Session  and  was  examined  upon  his  acceptance  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  as  his  Saviour.  His  examination  being  satisfactory,  he  was  admitted 
into  the  full  privileges  of  Church  membership. 
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Mr.  McGilvary  was  elected  Moderator,  to  preside  when  no  minister  can 
be  present.  Mr.  A.M.  Wicker  was  elected  Clerk. 

On  motion,  it  was  Resolved:  That  a  collection  for  the  cause  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  be  taken  up  at  every  regular  preaching  service  in  this  Church. 
Session  adjourned.  Closed  with  prayer. 

(Signed)  A.M.  Wicker,  Clerk" 


"Pocket  Church,  September  21st,  1890  — 

The  Session  met  and  was  called  to  order  with  prayer  by  the  Moderator, 
Evander  McGilvary.  Present:  Elders  William  Arnold,  William  B.  Campbell 
and  Alexander  Wicker.  Elder  McGilvary  was  appointed  to  attend  the  ap- 
proaching Meeting  of  Presbytery  to  be  held  in  Carthage  Church  commenc- 
ing Tuesday  evening  at  7:30  o'clock  on  October  23rd,  1890.  The  Session 
was  closed  with  Prayer. 

A.M.  Wicker,  Clerk" 


"Pocket  Church  —  January  the  3rd,  1891  — 

The  Session  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Reverend  A.R.  Shaw, 
Moderator.  Present  were  Elders  Evander  McGilvary,  William  Arnold, 
Alexander  M.  Wicker  and  William  B.  Campbell.  Laurie  James  Arnold  and 
French  Minter  Cole,  baptized  members  of  the  Church  came  before  the 
Session  and  were  examined  upon  their  acceptance  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  their  Saviour.  Their  Examination  being  satisfactory  they  were  admitted 
into  the  full  privileges  of  Church  membership.  The  Session  was  closed  with 
prayer. 

A.M.  Wicker,  Clerk" 


"Pocket  Church,  March  the  22nd,  1891  — 

The  Session  met  and  was  called  to  order  with  prayer  by  Elder  Evander 
McGilvary,  Moderator.  It  was  ordered  that  there  be  a  Congregational 
Meeting  held  on  Saturday  the  28th  of  March  for  the  purpose  of  Electing  a 
Pastor  to  Supply  the  Church  with  Preaching.  Elders  present  were  A.M. 
Wicker,  William  B.  Campbell.  There  being  no  other  business  the  Session 
was  closed  with  prayer. 

A.M.Wicker,  Clerk" 


"Pocket  Church,  March  the  28th,  1891  — 

After  a  Sermon  by  the  Reverend  Duncan  Daniel  McBryde,  there  was  a 
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Congregational  Meeting  held  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Reverend 
McBryde.  On  motion  the  Congregation  decided  to  go  into  an  Election  of  a 
Pastor.  Whereupon  Mr.  Dugald  Neil  McLauchlin  was  by  a  unanimous  vote 
elected  for  one  fourth  of  his  time  less  the  5th  Sabbaths  at  a  Salary  of  One 
Hundred  and  Eighty-four  Dollars.  It  was  ordered  by  the  Congregation  that 
there  be  a  Call  made  out  for  his  pastoral  Service  and  placed  in  his  hands  at 
the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery  if  the  way  be  clear,  and  that  our  delegate  to 
Presbytery  be  directed  to  prosecute  the  same.  There  being  no  further 
business  before  the  meeting,  it  was  closed  with  prayer. 

A.M.  Wicker,  Clerk 

P.S.  The  Congregation  of  Buffalo  Church  having  offered  to  make  a  deed  for 
one  third  of  the  Grave  Yard  Lot  at  Buffalo  to  the  Pocket  Church,  it  was 
agreed  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Congregation  to  accept  the  same. 

A.M.  Wicker,  Clerk" 
(Many  of  the  first  members  of  the  Pocket  Church  are  buried  there.) 


"Pocket  Church,  March  the  25th,  1892  — 

The  Session  met  and  was  called  to  order  with  Prayer  by  the  Moderator, 
Reverend  Dugald  N.  McLauchlin.  Elders  present  were  Evander  McGilvary, 
Dr.  William  Arnold,  and  A.M.  Wicker.  Deacons  present  were  Thomas  C. 
Campbell  and  Arthur  L.  Mcintosh.  The  Session  and  Deacons  proceeded  to 
making  out  the  various  Reports  of  the  Church  and  Sabbath  School  — 
Statistical  and  Financial. 

After  having  completed  the  work  on  the  various  Reports  and  there  being 
no  other  Business  to  come  before  the  Session,  it  was  closed  with  Prayer  by 
the  Moderator. 

A.M.  Wicker,  Clerk" 

Report  from  Pocket  Church  for  Foreign  Missions  —  April  1,  1892  to 
April  1,  1893: 

Church  Collections  2.97 

Ladies  Society  25.25 

Sabbath  School  5.50 

Total  $  33.72 

Home  Missions: 

Assembly's  Home  Missions 
Presbytery's  Home  Missions 
Education 
Presbytery 

Total  $  15.45 
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4.80 

1.52 

7.50 
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Funds  Collected  from  April  1,  1892  to  April  1,  1893: 

Presbytery's  Home  Missions  17.00 

Synod's  Home  Missions  2.00 

General  Assembly's  Home  Missions  1.00 

Ministerial  Education  3.00 

Presbytery  or  Commissions  Fund  7.00 

Ladies  Society  —  Foreign  Missions  30.00 

Children's  Societies  —  Foreign  Missions  2.00 
Aggregate                                                               $  62.00 

Report  of  Sabbath  School  April  1,  1893: 
Teachers:    6 
Scholars:  44 

A.M.  Wicker,  Clerk  of  Session 


Annual  Report  of  Pocket  Church  Session  to  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville, 
April  1,  1893  to  April  1,  1894: 

Number  of  Elders 

Number  of  Deacons 

Total  Number  Communicants 

Infant  Baptism 

Baptized  non-communicants 

Teachers  in  Sabbath  School 

Scholars  in  Sabbath  School  and  Bible  Class 

Funds  Collected: 

Presbytery's  Home  Missions 

On  Salary  of  former  Pastor 

Ladies  Missionary  Society 

Collections  and  Expenditures  of  Sabbath  School 

Total  $104.68 

The  1893-1894  NARRATIVE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION  from 
Pocket  Church  in  Fayetteville  Presbytery: 

Dear  Brethren: 

We  have  no  regular  preaching  at  Pocket  Church.  We  have  preaching 
occasionally  from  visiting  brethren,  and  it  is  attended  by  good  congrega- 
tions. There  is  prayer  meeting  kept  up  regularly  every  Sunday  night  by 
some  of  the  Elders  and  Professor  Jones,  assisted  by  the  young  men  of 
Pocket  School.  We  are  at  peace  among  ourselves.  Our  Church  has  had  no 
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addition  during  the  past  year.  Sabbath  observance  is  reasonably  good. 
Family  worship  is  kept  up  by  a  portion  of  the  Congregation.  Religious 
instruction  is  not  as  well  attended  to  as  it  should  be.  Our  Church  has  done 
but  little  contributing  to  benevolent  objects  during  the  past  year,  most  of 
the  funds  collected  were  used  to  pay  visiting  brethren  who  preached  for  us 
during  the  year.  We  have  taken  steps  to  procure  the  services  of  a  pastor.  We 
have  a  Sabbath  School  conducted  by  one  of  our  Elders,  the  attendance  is 
fairly  good.  There  is  a  Ladies  Missionary  Society  which  is  doing  something 
for  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions.  The  Meetings  are  not  largely  attended. 

By  order  of  the  Session  — 

A.M.  Wicker,  Clerk 

April  1894 

In  1893  the  Sanford,  Buffalo,  White  Hill  and  Pocket  Group  of  Churches 
extended  a  Call  to  the  Reverend  Malcom  Daniel  McNeill,  Pocket's  second 
Pastor.  He  was  to  stay  for  the  next  four  years  and  during  his  pastorate  the 
Church  received  a  gift  of  land,  and  plans  for  a  building  were  made  and 
carried  out. 

First  of  all,  on  January  13th,  1894  Elder  Evander  McGilvary,  whose 
home  was  across  Raccoon  Creek  and  who  owned  most  of  the  land  in  the 
school  and  church  area,  donated  a  tract  of  land  to  the  Pocket  High  School 
and  at  the  same  time  donated  two  and  one  half  acres  of  adjoining  land  to 
the  Pocket  Presbyterian  Church.  This  is  the  land  on  which  the  Church  is 
built.  (See  Deed.) 

Mr.  McGilvary  died  in  March  1897  and  in  his  Will  he  bequeathed  to  the 
Pocket  Church  his  interest  in  the  McGilvary  School  property,  53  shares, 
valued  at  ten  dollars  a  share.  (See  excerpt  from  Will.)  On  June  20,  1903 
these  shares  in  the  property,  containing  forty-two  acres,  were  sold  to  Eu- 
gene M.  Judd  for  Five  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  ($575.00).  (This  is 
the  land  east  of  the  Pocket  cemetery.)  (Mr.  Judd  also  purchased  all  of  the 
school  property  and  other  nearby  lands.) 

The  Reverend  McNeill  apparently  lived  in  the  Lemon  Springs  area  for  in 
the  June  21,  1894  Sanford  newspaper  we  read:  "Lemon  Springs,  N.C.  — 
The  Sanford  Church  pounded  its  pastor,  the  Reverend  McNeill  with  ham, 
mutton,  chickens,  eggs,  butter,  sugar,  flour,  coffee  etc."  in  a  notice  where 
the  pastor  thanks  the  congregation  publicly. 

The  following  January  1895  another  notice  appears: 

"POCKET  CHURCH  OPENS  HER  POCKET 
AND  GIVES  HER  PASTOR  A  POUNDING 

Lemon  Springs,  N.C.  —  We  are  the  recipient  of  many  nice  presents  from 
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the  good  people  of  Pocket  Church,  delivered  to  us  through  Captain  Wicker, 
one  of  our  Elders.  For  these  gifts  so  varied  and  abundant  we  are  sincerely 
thankful  to  the  givers  and  pray  that  He  from  whom  all  blessings  flow  may 
crown  their  lives  with  His  loving  kindness  and  tender  mercies.  —  The 
Pastor"  (The  Reverend  Malcolm  Daniel  McNeill,  pastor  Sanford,  Buffalo, 
White  Hill  and  Pocket  —  1893-1897) 

With  dreams  of  a  church  building  and  very  little  money  for  such,  the 
Ladies  of  the  Church  got  busy.  In  the  SANFORD  EXPRESS  November 
20,  1896  we  read:  "We  are  requested  to  state  that  an  oyster  supper  will  be 
given  at  the  Pocket  Academy  next  Thursday  night,  November  26,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  that  place.  The  young  men  of  San- 
ford are  invited  to  go  and  take  their  best  girl.  Those  young  men  who  claim 
no  girls  should  go  anyway,  as  those  who  will  have  the  supper  in  charge, 
promise  to  furnish  them  with  girls." 

There  were  other  suppers  provided  for  paying  guests  and  the  women  also 
made  ice  cream  and  cakes  which  they  sold  to  add  money  to  the  building 
fund. 

The  1896-1897  NARRATIVE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION  from  the 
Pocket  Church  to  Fayetteville  Presbytery: 

Dear  Brethren:  We  now  have  regular  preaching  once  a  month  by  our 
Pastor,  the  Reverend  Malcolm  McNeill.  We  have  good  congregations  and 
they  are  on  the  increase.  Prayer  meeting  is  kept  up  regularly  by  Professors 
John  B.  and  Angus  Cameron,  assisted  by  Elders  and  others.  We  are  at  peace 
among  ourselves.  We  have  not  had  any  special  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  but  there  seems  to  be  a  good  Spiritual  condition  in  our  congregation. 

We  have  had  four  additions  during  the  past  year,  all  by  Letter  and  heads 
of  families.  We  have  lost  two  of  our  oldest  members  by  death,  Duncan 
Mclver  and  Evander  McGilvary,  one  of  our  most  beloved  and  influential 
Elders.  We  have  granted  one  letter  of  dismissal  during  the  year. 

Sabbath  observance  is  fairly  good.  Family  worship  is  observed  in  a  few 
families,  but  is  neglected  by  the  majority.  Religious  instruction  is  not 
attended  to  as  well  as  it  should  be. 

We  take  up  collections  for  most  of  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  Church 
during  the  year;  have  settled  up  the  full  amount  of  Pastor's  salary  for  the 
years  1896-1897.  There  is  still  a  balance  due  for  the  1894-1895  of  $34.80. 

We  have  a  Sabbath  School  in  a  good  growing  condition  conducted  by 
Professor  Angus  Cameron,  assisted  by  the  Elders  and  others.  The  atten- 
dance is  on  the  increase.  There  is  a  Ladies  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
which  is  doing  a  little  for  Foreign  Missions.  Meetings  are  not  well  attended. 
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We  have  some  material  in  lumber,  nails  and  some  money  on  hand  to 
build  a  house  of  worship.  Hope  to  commence  building  in  August. 

By  order  of  the  Session 

A.M.  Wicker,  Clerk 

April  1897 

Indeed  they  did  commence  building  and  the  new  little  unpainted  church 
building  was  finished  in  1898.  It  was  completely  paid  for  and  Dedicated  to 
the  Glory  of  God  in  1907.  (See  Buildings  for  more  details.) 

When  the  Pocket  Congregation  finished  the  new  Sanctuary  and  began 
worshipping  in  it,  they  had  no  Pastor  —  just  as  they  had  had  no  Pastor 
when  their  Church  was  Organized.  This  shows  a  determined  people  with 
hopes  and  dreams  who  wanted  a  Church  and  went  about  getting  it  them- 
selves. 

The  year  after  the  Sanctuary  was  finished,  the  Reverend  Kenneth  Alex- 
ander McLeod  became  Pocket's  Pastor  from  1899  until  1906.  He  was  also 
the  Pastor  of  Barbecue  Church.  During  these  years  the  Church  struggled 
along  raising  what  money  they  could,  paying  the  Preacher  when  they  could. 
The  Session  met  to  elect  delegates  to  Presbytery  and  to  receive  or  dismiss 
members. 

In  October  1898,  Mr.  Wicker,  Clerk  of  Session,  died  and  Mr.  James 
Paisley  Gilliam  was  elected  Clerk  in  March  1899.  Mr.  Gilliam  had  joined 
the  Pocket  Church  in  1896  having  come  by  transfer  of  Letter  from  Euph- 
ronia  Church.  On  March  5,  1899  the  Pocket  Church  elected  two  new 
Elders,  Mr.  Gilliam  and  Mr.  Daniel  A.  Mcintosh.  The  day  he  was  elected  an 
Elder  he  was  made  Clerk  of  the  Session  and  remained  in  that  office  until 
1940  —  a  total  of  forty-one  years. 

In  1906  the  Church  Called  the  Reverend  Samuel  Hill  Williamson  to  be 
the  Pastor  of  Pocket,  Euphronia  and  Gulf  Churches.  He  stayed  until  the 
year  1918.  To  this  date,  this  is  the  longest  pastorate  in  the  history  of  the 
Church.  While  Mr.  Williamson  was  here,  the  Pocket  building  was  paid  for 
and  Dedicated  in  1907. 

In  1910  the  Clerk  of  Session  reported  the  total  membership  to  be  48. 

In  1912  a  member  asked  for  his  Letter  to  transfer  to  another  Church,  but 
the  Session  hesitated  to  grant  it  because  the  member  had  not  fulfilled  his 
pledge  to  the  Pastor's  Salary.  However,  he  was  later  dismissed,  pledge 
unpaid.  This  action  shows  the  dire  need  of  funds  for  the  Church. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1919,  the  promised  Pastor's  salary  had  been  paid 
on  time  in  full  for  the  first  time  in  many  years.  It  was  $125.00.  Most  of  the 
time  the  amount  had  been  in  arrears  ten,  fifteen  or  more  dollars. 
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Then  the  Reverend  Charles  Leonidas  Wicker  came  as  the  Pastor  of  Gulf 
and  Euphronia  Churches  and  Stated  Supply  of  Pocket.  He  was  here  from 
1918  to  1923.  Conditions  seemed  brighter.  The  outside  of  the  Church  was 
painted  for  the  first  time.  It  is  thought  that  Mr.  Wicker  is  the  one  who 
started  the  idea  of  the  grouped  churches  building  a  manse  together.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  1920,  the  Pastor's  salary  of  $129.00  had  been  paid  in  full. 
New  Elders  and  Deacons  were  elected.  By  the  end  of  the  year  1921,  the 
Pastor's  salary  had  been  raised  and  paid  in  full  the  sum  of  $150.00. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1922,  the  Annual  Report  showed  68  Communi- 
cants and  a  total  paid  budget  of  $286.00.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1924,  the 
total  budget  paid  was  $309.00.  More  was  being  given  to  Benevolences. 

In  1923  the  Pocket  Church  was  among  the  Churches  regrouped  and  put 
in  Orange  Presbytery,  where  they  were  to  stay  until  1972  when  they  were 
once  again  a  part  of  Fayetteville  Presbytery. 

In  1924  the  Women's  Auxiliary  was  Organized  and  Miss  Doll  Gilliam  was 
the  first  President. 

On  June  8,  1924  the  Group  of  Churches  Called  the  Reverend  Walter 
Lowrie  Wilson  as  their  new  Pastor.  He  was  to  be  paid  a  salary  of  $350.00 
annually  as  Pocket's  share  and  it  was  to  be  paid  quarterly.  He  was  to  preach 
at  the  Pocket  Church  one  morning  and  one  evening  Service  a  month.  Mr. 
Wilson  only  remained  at  the  Churches  for  one  year. 

In  the  Annual  Report  April  1927,  there  is  an  entry  in  the  Financial 
Report  that  $340  had  been  paid  to  the  building  expenses  of  the  Manse.  No 
other  details  can  be  found  in  the  Session  Records.  However,  it  is  thought 
that  about  the  Fall  of  1926  Buffalo,  White  Hill,  Euphronia  and  Pocket 
Churches  together  built  a  new  manse  across  the  road  from  the  Buffalo 
Church.  (For  more  details  see  MANSES.) 

The  Reverend  Luther  Talmadge  Edgerton  came  to  Buffalo,  White  Hill, 
Euphronia  and  Pocket  Churches  in  1927  after  he  graduated  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  first  occupants  of  the  new 
house.  He  was  to  be  paid  a  salary  of  $350  per  year  as  Pocket's  share. 

The  1928  Annual  Report  listed  75  Communicants,  4  Elders,  5  Deacons, 
15  added  on  Confession,  9  by  Certificate  and  a  Grand  Total  of  all  contribu- 
tions of  $549.89. 

In  February  1929  Andrew  J.  Cole  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Church. 

On  July  8-12,  1929  the  Pocket  Church  had  its  first  Vacation  Bible 
School.  It  was  during  this  summer  that  the  "girls"  at  the  Assembly's  Train- 
ing School  in  Richmond,  Virginia  were  sent  to  Churches  who  wanted  them 
to  direct  Bible  Schools  for  children.  Miss  Elizabeth  Anderson  came  to  the 
Pocket  Church.  She  stayed  in  the  home  of  the  Irven  Gunters.  Mable 


Passengers  who  rode  to  Bible  School  in  the  Ford  belonging  to  Irven  Gunter.  (I.  to  r.): 
Miss  Elizabeth  Anderson  (Director),  Clifford  Payne,  Darby  Poe,  Katie  Payne, 
Farris  Gunter  (the  driver),  Laughlin  Gunter,  Lawrence  Payne,  Eva  Poe,  Edna  Poe, 
Jewell  Gunter  and  Mable  Gunter.  1929 


Pocket  Sunday  School  picnic  at  Pocket  Creek  Bridge  —  July  1920  (I.  to  r.):  Wes 
Bridges,  Mclver  Cameron,  Ruth  Poe,  Florence  Gladden,  Pauline  Hayes,  Mollie 
Bridges,  Flora  Wicker,  Lizzie  Cole,  Delia  Poe,  Arthur  Bridges. 
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Gunter,  who  was  in  the  10th  grade  in  school  helped  teach  the  younger 
children.  Her  brothers  Farris,  Lauchlin  and  Jewell  attended  the  school  as 
pupils.  Farris,  then  14  years  old,  drove  a  load  of  children  in  his  father's  T- 
Model  Ford  to  attend  the  Bible  School.  He  would  drive  his  father  almost  to 
downtown  Sanford,  let  him  out  to  walk  the  rest  of  the  way  to  work  at  the 
Railroad  Station,  then  pick  up  children  on  his  way  back  to  the  Church. 
(See  picture.)  Mr.  Edgerton  was  Pastor  at  that  time. 

During  the  1920's  there  was  a  Christian  Endeavor  Organization  mainly 
for  the  young  people,  but  all  ages  were  invited  to  attend.  Pocket  had  a  very 
active  group. 

In  1930  the  Reverend  Joseph  Thacker  Barham  became  Pastor  of  the 
four-field  Churches  and  stayed  the  next  four  years. 

The  1931  Annual  Report  to  Orange  Presbytery  showed:  4  Elders,  7 
Deacons,  95  total  Communicants,  106  enrolled  in  Sabbath  School;  Pocket's 
share  of  the  Pastor's  Salary  paid:  $350,  and  total  contributions  $598.00; 
Value  of  Church  property:  $1500. 

At  the  July  13, 1932  Session  meeting  a  motion  was  passed  that  a  petition 
be  sent  to  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  requesting  the  boundary  lines  of 
Orange  and  Fayetteville  Presbyteries  be  changed  in  order  that  Lee  County 
might  be  included  in  Fayetteville  Presbytery.  This  petition  did  not  go 
through  and  the  Pocket  Church  remained  in  Orange  Presbytery  until  the 
year  1972. 

Apparently  there  was  some  disagreement  in  the  Buffalo  Church  over  the 
pastor,  Mr.  Barham.  The  Pocket  Session  voted  March  12,  1933  to  ask 
Orange  Presbytery  "to  adjust  the  differences  in  Buffalo  so  that  the  group- 
ing of  our  Churches  be  not  torn  up  or  changed." 

The  Reverend  Clarence  Nickolson  Morrison  became  pastor  of  the  Pock- 
et, Buffalo,  White  Hill  and  Euphronia  Churches  from  1934  until  1938.  He 
was  the  third  pastor  to  live  in  the  Buffalo  manse. 

January  2, 1938  Mrs.  Henry  Gilliam  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Church 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Smith  was  elected  Benevolent  Treasurer. 

In  1940  Mr.  Gilliam  resigned  as  Clerk  of  the  Session  and  Mr.  Ezra  Q. 
Matthews  accepted  the  position.  Mr.  Matthews  had  been  elected  an  Elder 
May  19th  of  that  same  year. 

The  following  members  of  the  pulpit  committee  which  recommended  the 
Calling  of  the  Reverend  Arthur  Dula  Carswell  were:  Session,  James  P. 
Gilliam,  Mrs.  Herman  Mcintosh,  Sunday  School,  Mrs.  Frank  Smith, 
Women's  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Ezra  Matthews,  and  Mr.  W.W.  Gunter,  Chair- 
man. The  Congregation  accepted  the  committee's  recommendation  and 
Mr.  Carswell  agreed  to  come.  He  moved  in  1940  and  remained  throughout 


Pocket's  Young  People  in  1937 
Front  row  (I.  to  r.):  Mable  Gunter, 
Polly  Mcintosh,  Margaret  Gilliam, 
Rachel  Mcintosh,  Alice  Pickard, 
Edna  Matthews.  Back  row:  W.  J. 
Pickard,  Frank  Gilliam,  Otis  Pen- 
dergrass,  Marshal  Wicker,  Woodrow 
Gunter,  Glen  Matthews,  Mack  Gil- 
liam, Ray  Gladden. 


Young  Boys  in  the  Church 
1937 
Front  row  (I.  to  r.):  Clint  Pickard, 
Sam  Smith,  Harold  Gladden,  Ray 
Gunter  and  John  Allen  Gladden. 
Back  row:  (unidentified),  Henry 
Cornelius  Gilliam,  (unidentified), 
(unidentified). 
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the  Second  World  War  years  until  1948.  His  was  the  second  longest  pastor- 
ate. He,  his  wife  and  their  family  of  seven  children  were  the  last  of  Pocket's 
pastors  to  live  in  the  Buffalo  manse. 

During  the  1940  World  War  II  years,  Pocket  sent  young  men  into  the 
Armed  Services  and  the  Lord  guided  each  one  safely  home. 

In  1948  the  Buffalo  Church  decided  to  become  self-supporting  and  have 
its  own  pastor.  They  offered  to  buy  out  the  interest  in  the  jointly  owned 
manse  from  the  other  three  churches.  Apparently  Buffalo  owned  one  half  of 
the  manse  and  offered  the  other  Churches  $3,000  for  their  share.  Pocket's 
portion  was  $600. 

Now  a  newly  formed  three-Church  Group  (White  Hill,  Pocket  and 
Euphronia)  decided  to  build  their  own  manse.  This  house  was  to  be  located 
next  door  to  the  White  Hill  Church.  (See  MANSES  for  more  details.) 

In  1949  this  new  Group  of  Churches  agreed  to  Call  the  Reverend  Gaston 
Boyle,  Jr.  when  he  graduated  from  Union  Theological  Seminary.  Mr.  Boyle 
was  to  preach  at  White  Hill  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Sunday  Mornings  at  11:00 
o'clock,  at  Euphronia  on  the  1st  Sunday  morning  and  the  3rd  Sunday 
afternoon,  and  at  Pocket  on  the  1st  Sunday  night  and  the  3rd  Sunday 
morning.  His  salary  was  to  be  paid  in  this  manner: 

White  Hill  $1200  with  $300  car  expense 

Pocket  600  with    180  car  expense 

Euphronia  300  with      60  car  expense 

Totals  $2100  Salary,  $540  car  expense 

He  was  the  first  minister  to  live  in  the  new  manse  at  White  Hill. 
THE  TURNING  POINT 

1949  seems  to  have  been  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the 
Pocket  Church.  The  Congregation  seemed  to  suddenly  come  alive  with 
enthusiasm  and  zeal  to  do  more  and  more  in  the  Church. 

First  of  all,  during  that  year  the  Session  was  enlarged  in  numbers  from 
three  to  five  members.  The  Elders  were  James  D.  Cameron,  Andrew  J. 
Cole,  Ezra  Q.  Matthews,  C.  Bateman  Ellis  and  L.  Roscoe  Gladden.  The 
Diaconate  was  also  increased  to  five:  Arlie  L.  Cheek,  G.  Mack  Gilliam,  W. 
Gaither  Matthews,  A.W.  "Gus"  Payne  and  Frank  Gilliam.  For  the  first  time 
these  Officers  were  given  a  course  of  instruction  by  the  Pastor,  Mr.  Boyle, 
before  they  were  Ordained  and  Installed. 

In  the  summer  of  1949  the  Youth  Fellowship  was  organized  with  Tull 
Beal  the  first  President.  The  following  year  Barbara  Gilliam  was  elected 
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President.  They  met  every  Sunday  night. 

Beginning  in  1949  and  continuing  into  1950  the  first  major  addition  was 
made  to  the  Sanctuary.  Two  wings  were  added  on  either  side  providing  four 
additional  classrooms.  (See  BUILDINGS) 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Church,  in  February  1950,  the  Men 
of  Pocket  were  organized.  Claude  L.  Phillips  was  elected  the  first  Presi- 
dent, James  Johnson,  Vice-President,  and  Walter  Smith,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  They  met  the  second  Tuesday  night  of  each  month. 

Claude  Phillips  was  also  elected  President  of  the  Men's  Council  of  Or- 
ange Presbytery  and  had  served  previously  as  District  Chairman  and  as 
Vice-President  of  that  Group.  He  taught  a  Young  People's  Sunday  School 
Class  at  Pocket  and  he  and  his  young  people  raised  the  money  to  pay  for  the 
present  pulpit.  (See  BUILDINGS) 

In  1951  the  Congregation  decided  to  have  only  one  Church  treasurer. 
Since  1938  there  had  been  a  Current  Expense  Treasurer  and  a  Benevolent 
Treasurer.  There  had  also  been  a  separate  Sunday  School  Treasurer.  At  the 
present  time  the  Treasury  of  the  Church  also  includes  the  Sunday  School 
money. 

Mr.  Boyle  left  Pocket  and  the  Group  of  Churches  in  1951  and  the  Rever- 
end James  Benjamin  Garrett  became  the  pastor  in  1952.  He  only  stayed 
one  year. 

In  1952  Mrs.  Pauline  Russell  Mclver,  wife  of  the  Reverend  Donald 
Mclver  of  Bristol,  Tennessee  donated  two  and  one  half  acres  of  land  west  of 
the  church  and  the  following  year  the  Mclver  Fellowship  Building  was 
erected  on  the  new  land.  (See  BUILDINGS) 

In  September  1953  a  well  was  drilled  and  now  there  was  water  for 
restrooms  and  for  the  new  kitchen  in  the  Fellowship  Building. 

The  first  piano  for  the  sanctuary  was  secured  by  Mr.  Irven  Gunter  in  the 
1920's.  This  is  the  one  that  is  now  in  the  Fellowship  Building.  Some  years 
later  in  the  1950's  a  second  piano  was  purchased.  It  was  a  Betsy  Ross 
spinet.  The  Committee:  Albert  and  Lib  Thomas,  Virginia  Gladden,  Mable 
Holt  and  Lynda  Bowers  had  it  delivered  from  Winston-Salem. 

In  the  early  1950's  there  was  an  unfortunate,  regrettable  disagreement 
over  the  line  between  the  church  property  and  the  Walter  Smith  property. 
The  following  is  recorded  in  the  Session's  Minutes,  dated  December  17, 
1954:  "The  Trustees  of  the  Church  sincerely  and  deeply  regret  the  necessi- 
ty of  settling  these  boundaries  in  court,  but  after  conference  with  Authori- 
ties of  Orange  Presbytery,  and  careful  consideration  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Church  it  appeared  that  the  only  way  the  boundaries  could  be  permanently 
and  forever  fixed  would  be  to  request  the  Court  to  establish  them.  This  has 
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been  done.  This  procedure  was  not  entered  into  with  any  malice,  but 
simply  to  firmly  establish  the  boundaries  of  land  now  owned  by  our 
Church.  It  is  our  earnest  desire  and  wish  that  this  settlement  may  be 
accepted  by  all  of  the  members  of  the  Pocket  Presbyterian  Church  and  by 
Mr.  Smith  in  good  faith;  that  there  may  be  forgiveness  and  Christian 
charity  on  the  part  of  one  and  all  and  that  God  may  lead  us  in  the  future  to 
render  more  faithful  service  to  Him  through  His  Church. 

—  E.Q.  Matthews,  Clerk" 

The  Reverend  Olin  Marsh  Whitener  came  to  the  Group  Churches  in 
1955.  He,  his  wife  and  their  six  children  lived  in  the  White  Hill  manse. 
They  were  only  to  be  among  us  for  one  year,  for  Mr.  Whitener  had  a  heart 
attack  and  died  at  the  manse.  He  is  buried  in  Monroe,  North  Carolina. 

It  was  in  1955  that  Pocket  felt  the  time  had  come  to  be  self-supporting 
and  not  accept  any  more  money  from  Presbytery's  Mission  Fund.  This 
must  have  been  a  most  wonderful  feeling! 

The  Reverend  Woodson  Parmel  Booth  became  Pocket's  pastor  from 
1957  to  1961.  He  was  also  pastor  of  the  White  Hill  and  Euphronia 
Churches. 

In  1958  plans  were  made  and  carried  out  to  add  a  brick  Educational 
Building  on  the  west  side  of  the  Sanctuary.  The  Building  Committee  was: 
Mack  Gilliam,  Jewell  Gunter,  L.  Roscoe  Gladden,  Mrs.  Henry  Gilliam  and 
Mrs.  Gaither  Matthews.  The  Finance  Committee  was:  Claude  Phillips,  C. 
Bateman  Ellis,  Donald  Johnson,  Colon  Cole  and  Mrs.  B.B.  Hunter.  This 
building  was  dedicated  on  September  19,  1960.  (See  BUILDINGS  for 
details) 

In  November  1962  the  Reverend  James  Jackson  Watkins  became  the 
pastor  of  the  Pocket,  White  Hill  and  Euphronia  Churches.  He  and  his 
family  lived  in  the  White  Hill  manse.  He  preached  at  Pocket  the  1st 
Sunday  night  and  the  3rd  Sunday  morning  of  each  month.  During  his 
pastorate  Pocket  decided  to  break  away  from  the  Group  Churches  and  Call 
its  own  full  time  pastor  so  they  could  have  services  every  Sunday  morning. 
They  began  to  make  plans  to  build  their  own  manse.  Mr.  Watkins  remained 
Pocket's  pastor  while  the  new  manse  was  being  constructed  until  1965,  but 
continued  as  pastor  of  White  Hill  and  Euphronia  until  1968. 

On  December  16,  1962  the  Congregation  voted  to  adopt  the  Rotary 
System  of  Deacons.  At  that  time  there  were  seven  deacons,  two  more  were 
elected  to  make  a  total  of  nine,  and  three  deacons  were  put  in  each  class  to 
serve  a  term  of  three  years.  The  Classes  were:  1963:  Colon  Cole,  Gaither 
Matthews,  Neill  Holt;  1964:  Mack  Gilliam,  Gilbert  Ellis,  Arlie  Cheek;  and 
1965:  John  Gladden,  Boyce  Cox  and  Herbert  Brewer. 
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In  1962  the  road  leading  into  the  Pocket  Church  property  was  paved  by 
the  Highway  Department.  It  is  seven  tenths  of  a  mile  from  the  Steel  Bridge 
Road  and  is  now  called  the  Pocket  Church  Road.  The  road  dead  ends  at  the 
church. 

On  April  4th  and  5th,  1963,  the  Pocket  Church  and  Community  went 
through  a  terrifying  experience.  A  raging  forest  fire  threatened  to  destroy 
the  church  and  whole  area.  It  had  not  rained  in  some  time  and  the  woods 
were  very  dry.  Forest  fires  were  breaking  out  in  different  areas  of  this 
section  of  the  State,  doing  untold  amounts  of  damage.  One  of  these  fires 
started  in  a  fifty-seven  acre  pine  woods  southwest  of  Carbonton  near  the 
Plank  Road  and,  aided  by  high  winds,  headed  toward  the  Pocket  Commu- 
nity out  of  control. 

It  seems  everybody  came  to  help:  Lee  County  Forestry  Aide  William 
Everhardt  and  Forest  Ranger  Joe  Coggins,  members  of  the  Sanford,  West 
Sanford  and  Tramway  Fire  Departments,  State  Highway  Patrolmen  and 
Department  personnel,  Sanford  City  police,  auxiliary  police  and  hundreds 
of  men,  including  many  of  the  Pocket  Church  men,  frantically  and  success- 
fully battled  the  blaze  that  reportedly  destroyed  approximately  four  thou- 
sand acres  of  timberland  in  the  Pocket  Community.  The  Evander  McGil- 
vary  house,  unoccupied  at  the  time,  was  included  in  the  destruction. 

Tankers  were  sent  out  from  the  City  of  Sanford  and  the  Thomas  Oil 
Company.  Charles  Reeves  flew  a  private  plane  over  the  area  helping  to  spot 
fires.  The  Sanford  National  Guard  Troop  had  forty-six  enlisted  men  who 
came  with  three  M-41  tanks  to  help  knock  down  trees,  create  fire  lanes  and 
make  backfires  from  about  seven  o'clock  Thursday  night  until  about  five 
a.m.  Friday  morning.  Many  Pocket  men  brought  their  tractors  and  made 
fire  lanes.  Boy  Scouts  kept  the  fire  from  jumping  the  Steel  Bridge  Road. 

Heins  Telephone  Company  put  a  special  line  to  the  Fellowship  Building 
of  the  Church  and  Mr.  A.B.  Clark,  fire  ranger  from  Chatham  County  and 
Mrs.  Ann  Lineberry  directed  fire  fighting  units  from  these  headquarters. 
The  people  of  the  Community  turned  out  en  masse  to  help  furnish  food  and 
coffee  for  the  fire  fighters. 

The  fires  raged  then  died  down  Thursday  and  Friday,  and  on  Saturday  a 
blessed  rain  fell  and  put  out  the  still  smoldering  logs. 

The  flames  had  stopped  at  a  point  where  the  pine  woods  border  a  vacant 
field  within  fifty  yards  of  the  Church. 

At  a  Congregational  Meeting  held  November  17,  1963,  it  was  voted  to 
accept  the  offer  of  a  lot  on  Bridges  Road,  State  Road  1335, 120  feet  wide  by 
200  to  214  feet  deep,  from  Mr.  James  and  Mrs.  Elva  Mcintosh  Johnson  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  manse.  (For  more  details  see  MANSES) 
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The  new  manse  was  completed  in  the  year  1964  and  now  it  was  time  to 
search  for  the  first  full-time  Pastor.  The  Reverend  Frederick  Leroy  Bremer 
accepted  a  Call  and  he  and  his  family  moved  into  the  new  manse  in 
September  1965  and  lived  there  until  the  year  1968. 

It  was  during  Mr.  Bremer's  pastorate  that  the  men  of  the  Church  filled 
the  pulpit  when  he  was  on  vacation. 

In  1966  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  buy  a  new  piano:  Raymond 
Blakely,  Mozelle  Cole  and  Mary  Ellen  Gladden.  They  recommended  an 
Everett  which  the  congregation  purchased  and  used  until  1983.  The  Dea- 
cons sold  the  Betsy  Ross  Spinet  to  a  member  of  the  Church. 

The  Statistical  Report  at  the  end  of  the  year  1968  was  as  follows:  Total 
Communicants:  165,  Elders:  8,  Deacons:  9;  total  contributions  to  Benevo- 
lences: $1,971;  total  Current  Expenses:  $7,360;  Building  Fund  Receipts: 
$1,105;  Total  Contributions:  $10,436.  The  following  year  1969  the  Total 
amount  of  Disbursements  was  $14,159. 

In  1969  the  Reverend  Clement  William  Kimbrough  came  to  Pocket  as  its 
Pastor.  He  and  Mrs.  Kimbrough  were  the  second  family  to  live  in  the  new 
manse.  She  did  a  great  deal  in  the  yard  planting  bulbs  and  flowers. 

On  April  6,  1969  Pocket  had  its  first  Easter  Sunrise  Service.  From  the 
very  beginning  the  men  served  breakfast  to  those  who  attended  the  Service 
and  this  practice  has  continued  throughout  these  years. 

Mack  Gilliam  and  Jewell  Gunter  attended  an  Orange  Presbytery  Meet- 
ing in  1970  to  share  with  them  that  the  Pocket  Church  was  planning  to 
remodel  its  Sanctuary  building  and  to  "ask  their  blessings".  They  were  not 
prepared  for  the  response  they  received:  Presbytery  told  them  to  hold  off 
from  their  plans  and  let  a  Committee  meet  with  them  and  give  them 
suggestions  for  relocating  the  Pocket  Church.  This  irritated  the  Congrega- 
tion a  great  deal  and  they  were  more  determined  than  ever  to  "get  on"  with 
the  remodeling  —  which  they  did  the  following  year! 

A  portico  was  added  across  the  front  of  the  building  and  four  white 
columns  held  up  the  new  porch  roof.  Broken  tile  was  laid  on  the  porch  floor 
by  men  of  the  Church  under  the  direction  of  James  Johnson.  Stained  glass 
windows  replaced  the  clear  ones  and  red  wall  to  wall  carpeting  covered  the 
floor.  Space  behind  the  pulpit  was  opened  to  provide  a  place  for  the  choir. 
Mr.  Kimbrough  re-covered  the  pulpit  furniture  with  red  velvet  and  this  was 
placed  in  the  vestibule.  Three  new  pulpit  chairs  were  purchased. 

In  1971  the  Sunday  before  Christmas,  the  Church  received  a  gift  of  a 
Hammond  organ  from  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Hartness  (the  former  Edna 
Gladden)  of  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

In  1972  the  boundaries  of  North  Carolina  Presbyteries  were  changed  and 


30  The  Pocket  Presbyterians 

Pocket  was  once  again  in  Fayetteville  Presbytery! 

On  January  29,  1973  a  second  near  tragedy  could  have  destroyed  the 
church  building,  but  thanks  to  the  Almighty  God  it  was  caught  in  time! 
Vernelle  and  Gray  Matthews  went  to  the  Fellowship  Building  to  return 
tables  they  had  borrowed.  When  they  opened  the  door,  the  inside  was  full  of 
smoke.  The  floor  furnance  had  caused  the  floor  around  it  to  burn.  When  it 
was  discovered,  the  floor  was  smoldering,  just  ready  to  burst  into  flames. 
The  fire  department  saved  the  building.  Parts  of  the  floor  had  to  be  re- 
placed and  it  was  decided  to  pour  a  concrete  floor  in  the  kitchen  area.  A  new 
gas  furnace  for  the  Fellowship  Building  was  purchased  to  replace  the  floor 
furnace  and  at  this  time  air-conditioning  was  added  to  the  building. 

One  Sunday  morning  while  Mr.  Kimbrough  was  preaching,  someone 
came  in  and  whispered  something  to  John  Allen  Gladden  who  promptly  got 
up  and  went  out.  Soon  a  few  more  men  followed,  then  Harold  Gladden  who 
also  had  gone  out,  came  back  in  and  interrupted  the  service  saying, 
"Preacher,  I  hate  to  do  this,  but  there  is  a  fire  that  started  behind  Uncle 
Pete  Gladden's  house  and  it's  headed  toward  the  creek  and  in  this  direc- 
tion." (An  electric  fence  had  caught  brush  on  fire  and  a  wind  was  blowing.) 
When  the  announcement  was  made,  all  the  men  in  the  congregation  rose 
and  left.  After  that,  Mr.  Kimbrough  pronounced  the  Benediction.  Fire 
trucks  and  the  Forest  Ranger  had  been  called  and  soon  the  fire  was  under 
control.  Three  times  Pocket  has  had  experiences  with  fires.  Hopefully  this 
is  the  last. 

In  1975,  curbing  was  put  along  the  west  side  of  the  cemetery  to  divide  it 
from  the  parking  lot  and  in  1976  the  parking  lot  was  paved  for  $5400;  thus 
ending  a  long  era  of  red  mud  and  ruts  when  the  weather  was  bad,  and  doing 
much  to  add  to  the  neatness  of  the  Church  property. 

From  May  1974  until  1979  the  Reverend  Charles  Edgar  Wright  served  as 
pastor  of  the  Church. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Wright  came,  Pocket  employed  its  first  paid  Choir 
Director,  Mrs.  Marsha  Todd.  She  was  to  be  the  director  for  the  next  eight 
years  until  the  Spring  of  1982. 

In  1976  the  women  of  the  church  began  making  Chrismons  to  put  on  a 
tree  during  the  Christmas  season.  The  women  who  were  in  charge  of  the 
project  were  Mrs.  Treva  Crissman  and  Mrs.  Gaynelle  Cox,  but  many  of  the 
other  women  helped  them.  A  large  tree  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  pulpit 
area  and  a  smaller  tree  on  the  right,  which  had  Chrismons  on  it  made  by  the 
children  in  the  church. 

During  the  1970's  and  early  1980's  Pocket  had  a  very  active  Boy  Scout 
Troop  under  the  leadership  of  Fred  Gladden.  Fred  had  received  his  Eagle 
Scout  award  on  February  12,  1967.  Four  of  his  troop  also  became  Eagle 
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Scouts:  Lew  Thomas  on  April  9, 1978,  David  Gladden  on  March  23, 1980, 
and  John  Allen  Gladden,  Jr.  and  Glen  Gunter  on  August  25, 1982.  In  1980 
Lew  Thomas  worked  with  his  pastor,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bolls,  to  receive  the 
God  and  Country  Award  November  16,  1980. 

The  Boy  Scouts  continue  to  meet  under  the  leadership  of  Tom  Wilson 
and  Walter  Thomas.  For  about  a  year  Larry  Blakey  was  one  of  the  leaders. 

In  August  1979  the  Reverend  Allen  Richard  Bolls  came  to  be  the  Pocket 
Pastor  and  the  Interim  Supply  at  Euphronia.  His  wife,  Kate,  and  Mother, 
"Mom",  also  live  in  the  manse.  The  Search  Committee  was:  Mack  Gilliam, 
Raymond  Blakely,  Allen  Davis,  Lib  Thomas  and  Lynda  Simpson.  They 
and  their  spouses  took  a  trip  into  the  Valley  of  Virginia  near  Harrisonburg 
to  hear  Mr.  Bolls  preach. 

Before  the  Bolls  moved  into  the  manse,  the  floors  were  refinished,  walls 
painted  inside  and  much  landscaping  done  in  the  yard,  including  a  circular 
drive  in  the  front  and  a  retaining  wall  near  the  basement  door. 

In  the  summer  of  1980  the  clear  windows  in  the  two  classrooms  off  the 
pulpit  area  were  replaced  with  stained  glass.  These  rooms  are  used  as  the 
overflow  of  the  Sanctuary. 

In  the  Fall  of  1980  the  inside  walls  of  the  Fellowship  Building  were 
paneled  and  permastone  put  on  the  fireplace.  The  following  year  the  kitch- 
en cabinets  were  painted  and  new  tile  put  down  on  the  floor.  Counter 
louvered  doors  were  built  by  Aubrey  Cox  and  Albert  Thomas.  Fred  Gladden 
provided  the  juniper  wood. 

In  1981  a  Church-wide  newspaper,  the  POCKET  PRES,  began  to  be 
published  monthly.  Kay  Lee  was  the  first  Editor.  At  the  present  time 
Sunday  School  classes  take  turns  compiling  the  news  each  month. 

In  1981  paneling,  chair-rail  height,  and  wall  board  were  added  to  cover 
the  cinder  block  walls  in  the  basement  classrooms.  The  concrete  floors  of 
these  rooms  and  the  halls  were  covered  with  tile.  The  next  year  an  exten- 
sion phone  was  put  in  the  kitchen  and  aluminum  siding  was  added  outside 
the  Sanctuary  and  classroom  wings,  and  on  the  trim  of  the  Educational  and 
Fellowship  Buildings. 

In  1982  a  new  Library  was  started.  Permission  was  given  to  have  shelves 
built  and  they  were  placed  in  one  of  the  side  rooms  off  the  vestibule.  At  the 
present  time  there  are  nearly  two  hundred  books  waiting  to  be  read. 

In  May  1982  a  new  Pulpit  Bible,  a  Revised  Standard  Version,  was  pur- 
chased by  the  Congregation  and  Dedicated  to  the  Glory  of  God.  New 
Hymnals  replaced  some  of  the  badly  worn  ones.  A  wooden  cross  was  placed 
above  the  pulpit  area. 


n  SSkinr 

^    ■    £*  1>       *  ' 

t  jjjLPi*  j  fe  f« 

1984  Young  People:  Front  row  (I.  to  r.):  Pam  Pettigrew, 
Roxanne  Jones,  Lee  Davis,  Angela  Burton.  Back  row: 
Brent  Blakely,  Amy  Wilson,  Marshall  Cameron,  Ni- 
cholas Boswell  and  Edward  Cameron. 


Circle  Luncheon  at  the  Manse:  "Mom"  Bolls,  Mollie  Bridges,  Delia  Smith, 
Nannie  Oldham,  Beulah  Matthews  and  Nora  Gladden  (1979) 


Outside  waiting  for  Church  to  begin! 
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In  the  Fall  of  1982  two  beautiful  walnut  tables  were  made  and  presented 
to  Pocket  by  Clawson  Ellis  in  memory  of  his  father,  Bateman  Ellis.  They 
were  placed  in  the  two  sides  of  the  vestibule  under  the  lovely  mirrors 
already  there. 

In  the  Fall  of  1982  Mrs.  Beatrice  Wallace,  a  very  capable  musician, 
became  the  choir  director.  In  1983  a  new  Steinway  piano  was  purchased  for 
the  Sanctuary  and  the  old  one  moved  back  to  the  practice  room.  The  new 
piano  was  used  for  the  first  time  on  Easter  Sunday  morning. 

In  the  summer  of  1983  Pocket  employed  Miss  Judy  Jackson  to  play  the 
piano  and  organ.  Miss  Jackson  is  also  a  gifted  violinist.  For  many  years  the 
pianist  was  Mrs.  Imogene  Womble,  who  gave  tirelessly  of  her  talents.  Mrs. 
Kate  Bolls  has  been  the  substitute  for  several  years. 

In  September  1982  Claire  Cox,  a  Senior  Scout,  and  Karen  Cox  Norris 
organized  the  first  Brownie  Troop  at  Pocket.  Since  that  time  Diana  Line- 
berry  has  organized  a  Girl  Scout  Troop.  These  meet  each  week. 

On  September  18,  1983  Claire  Cox  received  the  Girl  Scout  God  and  Life 
Award  after  working  with  her  pastor  for  several  months.  On  May  13,  1984 
Claire  received  the  Gold  Award,  the  highest  honor  a  Girl  Scout  can  receive. 

Several  women  in  the  Pocket  Church  have  served  on  the  Fayetteville 
Presbytery's  Women's  Council:  Ann  Blakely  as  White  Cross  Chairman 
from  1980  to  1982  and  as  the  Presbytery  Birthday  Interpreter  in  1983.  She 
has  been  asked  to  be  the  District  I  Chairman  for  1985-1987  and  will  be 
installed  in  the  Spring  of  1985.  Kate  Bolls  served  as  Chairman  of  Personal 
Faith  and  Family  Life  from  1981  to  1983.  Carol  Cox  served  on  the  Presby- 
tery Scholarship  Committee  1978-1979,  the  Camp  Monroe  Retreat  Com- 
mittee 1981-1982,  and  the  Nominating  Committee  1984. 

Boyce  Cox  served  as  Vice-President  District  I  of  Fayetteville  Presby- 
tery's Men's  Group  1979-1980  and  Lawrence  Simpson  served  as  Vice- 
President  in  1983-1984. 

In  1983  the  Men  of  Pocket  began  having  breakfast  at  the  church  every 
first  Sunday  morning.  Different  men  prepare  the  food  and  they  take  turns 
leading  a  devotional.  The  attendance  has  been  very  good. 

From  the  day  Pocket  Church  was  Organized  money  was  a  prime  prob- 
lem. There  were  times  when  the  Offering  plate  yielded  35C.  Many  times  not 
much  more  than  that.  These  were  farm  people  with  plenty  to  eat  but  cash 
was  extremely  scarce.  It  was  hard  for  the  congregations  from  year  to  year  to 
scrape  up  enough  money  to  pay  the  Ministers.  More  than  one  left  with  his 
salary  in  arrears.  They  could  share  their  foods  with  him  and  his  family  but 
giving  him  cash  was  something  else. 
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From  the  beginning,  the  women  in  the  congregation  did  what  they  felt 
they  could  do  best  to  raise  money,  and  that  was  to  sell  their  cooking.  In  the 
1890's  there  were  oyster  suppers  and  ice  cream  suppers  served  with  cake. 

In  the  1930's  and  on  through  the  1960's,  the  women  in  the  congregation 
made  a  concentrated  effort  each  summer  to  raise  funds  by  serving  suppers 
to  the  Civic  Clubs  of  Sanford. 

Before  1953  there  was  no  water  at  all  at  the  church,  no  fellowship 
building,  no  rest  rooms.  At  first  the  women  brought  plates,  cups  and  eating 
utensils  from  their  homes  and  took  them  home  later  to  be  washed.  (As  the 
years  rolled  by,  the  women  used  paper  plates  and  cups  and  had  purchased 
table  service  for  the  Church.)  They  also  got  together  every  available  type  of 
food  they  could  and  brought  it  already  cooked.  At  first  the  food  was  placed 
on  rough  boards  which  served  as  tables,  and  sometime  later  the  men 
stretched  rat-proofing  wire  on  a  frame  between  trees  to  be  used  as  tables  for 
the  food.  The  women  covered  this  with  white  table  cloths  and  set  out  fried 
chicken,  sliced  ham,  tenderloin,  sausage,  biscuits,  all  kinds  of  vegetables, 
and  all  kinds  of  cakes  and  pies.  The  iced  tea  had  been  made  at  home  and  it 
and  water  had  been  brought  to  the  Church  in  large  containers. 

To  this  feast  they  had  invited  at  different  times,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the 
Lion's  Club  and  the  Rotary  Club  from  Sanford.  These  Clubs  usually  had 
Ladies  Night  when  they  came,  so  there  were  always  at  least  a  hundred 
guests.  There  was  no  place  for  the  guests  to  sit  at  a  table,  so  they  either  sat 
on  the  ground  or  stood  holding  their  plates  in  their  hands.  The  women 
charged  $1.00  for  the  adult  meal  and  .75$  for  any  children.  Later  the  price 
went  up  to  $1.25.  A  hundred  dollars  in  the  women's  treasury  seemed  to 
them  like  a  thousand! 

Only  once  did  they  run  out  of  food  and  many  remember  this  was  when 
the  Kiwanis  Club  brought  about  fifty  Sanford  High  School  Band  members 
and  had  not  informed  the  women  they  were  going  to  do  so.  All  that  was  left 
that  night  were  chicken  necks  and  potato  salad.  Even  the  chicken  backs 
were  eaten! 

All  the  food  and  hours  and  hours  of  labor  were  donated  to  the  Church. 

In  the  1970's  the  women  added  having  bazaars  to  their  projects.  By  this 
time  they  had  paid  for  having  a  well  drilled  and  had  supplied  money  toward 
many  of  the  improvements  on  the  Sanctuary  Building.  The  new  Fellowship 
and  Educational  Buildings  were  constructed  and  paid  for  and  some  of  the 
women's  money  was  used  to  furnish  them. 

The  bazaars  were  held  all  day  on  Saturdays.  Members  of  the  Church  had 
worked  long  hours  to  make  things  to  sell.  They  brought  these  items  to  the 
Fellowship  Building  on  Friday  and  some  of  the  men  in  the  church  spent  the 
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night  in  the  building  guarding  them.  The  room  was  full  of  things.  At  lunch 
time  the  women  sold  soup,  hamburgers  and  hotdogs  to  the  customers.  At 
the  evening  meal  they  sold  chicken  stew  and  barbecue  suppers. 

For  the  past  ten  years  there  have  been  no  suppers  or  bazaars  at  Pocket. 
Most  of  the  women  have  "paying"  jobs  and  they  contribute  a  portion  of 
their  salaries  to  the  work  of  the  Church.  The  men  also  have  "outside"  jobs 
and  they  do  their  share  in  making  contributions.  At  the  present  time 
Pocket  is  in  good  shape  financially  and  contributes  well  to  Benevolent 
Causes. 

The  following  is  a  Statistical  Report  from  the  Session  for  the  Year  1983: 

Total  Active  Membership 164 

Total  Active  Sunday  School 155 

Financial  Report: 

Benevolences  (World  Missions,  Joy  Gift,  Hunger, 

other  Special  Offering  and  contributions 

to  Presbytery,  Synod  and  Assembly's 

Benevolent  Causes):  $  5,297.00 

Local  Special  Causes:  2,629.00 

Total  to  Benevolences  $  7,926.00 

Current  Expenses  (Salaries,  Maintenance, 

supplies,  other  expenses):  $47,690.00 

Grand  Total  Disbursements  for  1983  $55,616.00 


From  hardly  having  two  dimes  to  rub  together  in  the  1890's,  Pocket  has 
come  a  long  way.  God  has  smiled  upon  this  little  congregation  and  blessed  it 
richly! 

We  close  this  narrative  with  these  words  as  we  repeat  what  was  written  in 
the  early  Annual  Reports  of  the  Session:  "We  are  at  peace  among  our- 
selves." 


THE  BUILDINGS 

The  new  Sanctuary  was  started  in  the  summer  of  1897  on  a  two  and  a 
half  acre  lot  that  had  been  deeded  to  the  church  January  13,  1894  by 
Evander  McGilvary,  Charter  Member  and  Elder  in  the  Church.  Head  of 
the  construction  was  William  B.  Campbell,  another  Charter  Member  and 
Elder,  who  was  considered  to  be  a  very  fine  carpenter. 

There  was  very  little  money  to  pay  for  materials  and  much  of  the  lumber 
was  donated  by  members  of  the  Church.  Much  of  the  labor  was  also  done  by 
members  as  they  had  time  —  especially  in  the  Fall  after  the  crops  were  laid 
by.  Mrs.  Mollie  Bridges  remembers  that  her  father,  Newton  Elijah  Poe,  was 
one  of  the  men  who  helped.  He  would  walk  from  his  house  to  the  church 
carrying  his  tools  in  his  pockets.  When  asked  why  he  did  not  ride  his  mule, 
his  answer  was  that  he  could  not  let  his  mule  stay  out  in  the  cold  all  day.  He 
could,  but  not  his  mule! 

The  new  building  was  finished  and  used  by  the  year  1898.  It  was  paid  for 
and  dedicated  in  1907. 

In  the  beginning,  the  church  was  not  painted  and  did  not  receive  its  first 
coat  of  white  paint  until  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Wicker  about  1922.  It  was 
constructed  on  large  stone  pillars  and  the  right  front  pillar  has  the  date 
1897  carved  on  it,  making  it  the  cornerstone.  (This  stone  was  covered  when 
the  building  was  remodeled  in  1971.)  The  building  had  no  underpining. 

The  steeple  was  there  from  the  beginning.  It  now  has  a  cross  on  it,  but  at 
one  time  there  was  a  pointed  wooden  spire.  The  roof  originally  was  covered 
with  wood  shingles.  In  the  1930's  it  was  covered  with  tin,  and  in  July  and 
August  1969  the  tin  was  removed  and  replaced  with  asphalt  shingles. 

Two  steps  led  through  double  doors  into  a  vestibule  about  eight  feet 
square.  Through  two  more  double  doors,  one  entered  the  Sanctuary  —  a 
room  fifty  by  thirty-three  feet.  It  had  four  tall  clear  glass  windows,  on  each 
side,  that  came  to  a  point  at  the  top.  There  were  also  two  smaller  windows 
behind  the  pulpit  forming  a  bay.  Between  these  two  windows  on  a  slightly 
raised  pulpit  (a  smaller  area  than  is  there  now)  were  a  two-seat  sofa  and  two 
matching  chairs.  The  sofa  and  chairs  were  originally  covered  with  a  black 
leather-like  material.  (In  time  these  were  recovered  with  a  light  brown 
fabric  by  Miss  Ada  Gilliam  and  Mrs.  Mattie  Carter.  When  Mr.  Kimbrough 
was  pastor  (1969-1973)  he  recovered  all  three  pieces  of  furniture  in  red 
velvet  and  they  were  put  in  the  vestibule.) 
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The  original  pulpit  was  made  by  William  B.  Campbell  out  of  tongue  and 
groove  boards.  (At  the  present  time  this  pulpit  is  being  refinished.)  About 
1950  Claude  Phillips  and  his  Sunday  School  class  of  Young  People  raised 
the  money  to  pay  for  the  present  pulpit.  It  was  made  in  Ray  Gladden's 
workshop  by  Claude  Phillips,  Ray  Gladden,  Roscoe  Gladden  and  Francis 
Jones. 

The  marble  top  table  in  the  Sanctuary  was  the  original  Communion 
Table.  The  one  being  used  now  was  made  by  Roscoe  Gladden  at  the  same 
time  the  pulpit  was  done. 

The  original  pews  were  made  out  of  beaded  boards  or  slats  about  two  and 
one  half  inches  wide  with  about  an  inch  space  between  them.  These  were 
used  until  after  1950. 

At  first,  the  tongue  and  groove  walls  and  ceiling  were  probably  unpaint- 
ed,  then  at  one  time  were  painted  green.  In  the  remodeling  in  1971  they 
were  covered  over  with  wall  board  and  painted  a  cream  color. 

At  the  back  of  the  Sanctuary  was  a  door  on  each  side.  These  doors  led 
into  two  little  rooms,  eight  by  eleven  feet,  and  were  used  for  children's 
Sunday  School  classes.  (In  1971  when  the  building  was  remodeled,  open- 
ings were  made  in  the  walls  and  these  classrooms  became  a  part  of  the 
vestibule.) 

In  addition  to  the  two  classes  in  the  little  rooms,  there  were  several  areas 
in  the  sanctuary,  partitioned  by  burlap  curtains  hung  with  rings  on  pipes, 
that  were  used  for  classes.  Three  pews  on  either  side  down  at  the  front  faced 
the  pulpit  area  and  there  were  classes  held  in  each  of  these  sections  also. 

The  church  was  heated  at  first  by  one  large  pot-bellied,  wood-burning 
stove  in  the  center  aisle.  Later  for  more  heat  there  were  two  stoves,  one  on 
either  side  of  the  sanctuary  about  halfway  down.  From  these  two  stoves  the 
stovepipes  went  up  and  over  and  joined  into  one  pipe  that  ran  up  through 
the  ceiling  and  into  a  chimney  that  extended  through  the  roof.  (In  time, 
three  gas  floor  furnaces  were  used,  and  then  a  large  gas  furnace  with  vents 
was  installed.) 

The  floor  was  wood  and  for  many  years  uncovered.  When  the  women  in 
the  Church  decided  to  do  spring  cleaning,  the  men  moved  all  the  pews  and 
other  furniture  into  the  yard  and  the  women  got  down  on  their  hands  and 
knees  and  scrubbed  the  floor  with  water  brought  from  the  nearby  spring. 
One  year  the  women  painted  the  floor  and  varnished  the  pews.  At  one  time 
Venetian  blinds  hung  at  the  windows  and  these  were  included  in  the  clean- 
ing job. 

There  are  various  recollections  as  to  a  carpet  runner  down  the  aisle  and 
on  the  pulpit  area.  Some  remember  a  dark  red  runner  down  the  center  aisle, 
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then  later  a  black  rubber  runner  down  the  center  and  side  aisles.  Some 
recall  a  carpet  that  was  a  rose  color. 

At  first,  the  church  was  lighted  by  kerosene  lamps  with  reflectors  behind 
them  and  were  placed  on  wall  brackets.  Some  time  after  that,  gas  lights 
were  installed.  These  were  a  sort  of  chandelier  hung  from  the  ceiling.  When 
electricity  lines  were  brought  out  into  the  area  in  1945,  the  church  along 
with  homes  in  the  community  had  electric  lights. 

At  the  beginning  a  pump  organ  was  borrowed  from  a  family,  but  when 
the  family  moved,  they  took  the  organ  with  them.  The  Church  then  bought 
an  organ  and  paid  for  it  a  little  at  a  time.  "Miss  Delia"  said  when  the  school 
needed  an  organ  for  a  special  program,  somebody  would  take  a  wagon  to  the 
church  and  borrow  that  one.  Until  time  for  the  program  the  pupils  would  go 
to  the  church  to  practice.  Miss  Gertrude  Campbell  was  one  of  the  first 
organists. 

The  first  major  addition  to  the  church  building  was  done  in  1949-1950. 
In  the  Fall  of  1949  six  hundred  dollars  had  been  collected  and  with  it  the 
congregation  started  to  work  on  additional  Sunday  School  rooms.  Two 
rooms  were  added  on  either  side  of  the  pulpit  area  —  first  on  the  left  of  the 
church  then  on  the  right.  (These  rooms  forfeited  the  fourth  windows  on  the 
sides  of  the  Sanctuary.)  The  pulpit  area  was  remodeled,  the  two  windows 
behind  it  were  closed  off  and  a  passage  way  ran  behind  the  pulpit. 

Arlie  L.  Cheek  and  L.  Roscoe  Gladden  were  in  charge  of  construction 
under  the  supervision  of  the  deacons.  Presbytery  assisted  with  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  and  Synod  with  four  hundred,  but  most  of  the  money,  all  the 
labor  and  some  of  the  lumber  were  given  by  members  of  the  Church. 

An  Elder  of  the  Church  was  quoted  as  saying,  "The  Deacons  of  Pocket 
haven't  sense  enough  but  to  try  anything!"  It  did  seem  foolish  to  start  such 
a  job  with  only  six  hundred  dollars,  but  in  April  1950  the  job  was  finished 
and  paid  for!  The  Church  now  had  four  large  classrooms  with  chairs,  a  new 
pulpit  area  and  choir  loft  in  the  Sanctuary. 

This  was  the  beginning!  By  the  Fall  of  that  year  plans  were  being  made 
for  a  new  heating  system  for  the  entire  Church  and  for  new  pews.  The 
Session  voted  to  install  three  floor  gas  furnaces  and  to  purchase  the  pews 
which  had  been  selected  by  a  Committee  and  would  cost  $40  a  piece.  The 
furnaces  were  located  in  the  center  aisle  near  the  vestibule  and  one  on 
either  side  of  the  pulpit  area. 

On  September  12,  1953  a  well  was  drilled  in  the  church  yard.  Up  to  this 
time  water  was  obtained  from  the  spring  or  brought  from  home.  The 
Gaines  Drilling  Company  drilled  135  feet  and  cased  the  walls  at  $3.25  a 
foot,  making  a  total  cost  of  $438.75.  This  was  paid  for  by  the  Women  of  the 
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Church  with  money  they  had  made  serving  suppers  to  the  civic  clubs  of 
Sanford.  A  water  pump  was  bought  by  the  Sunday  School.  Now  the  rest 
rooms  could  be  hooked  up  in  the  new  classroom  wing. 

On  September  21, 1958  the  Mclver  Fellowship  Building  was  dedicated  in 
a  special  service.  It  had  been  built  in  1953.  It  was  constructed  of  cinder 
block  and  was  thirty  by  sixty-eight  feet.  It  boasted  a  large  room  with 
hardwood  floor,  a  fire  place,  a  nice  kitchen  and  was  heated  with  two  floor 
furnaces.  (Later  when  one  of  the  furnaces  caught  fire,  they  were  both 
replaced  by  a  larger  furnace  under  the  building.)  It  has  served  as  a  meeting 
place  for  various  community  and  church  related  activities  throughout  the 
years. 

The  year  1960  was  another  important  year  for  the  Pocket  Church.  On 
September  19th  another  milestone  had  been  reached.  On  that  day  the  new 
brick  educational  building  was  dedicated.  It  was  attached  to  the  west  side 
of  the  sanctuary.  It  had  four  classrooms  and  two  large  closets  on  the  top 
floor  and  four  classrooms  on  the  basement  level.  This  new  building  was 
connected  to  the  Mclver  Fellowship  Building  by  a  covered  breezeway.  The 
cost  of  the  building  was  $12,500.  (Later  in  1976  one  of  the  classrooms 
upstairs  was  converted  into  two  rest  rooms.) 

1971  was  the  year  of  "the  remodeling"!  A  portico  with  four  white  wooden 
columns  was  added  to  the  front  of  the  building.  (Later  the  wood  columns 
had  to  be  replaced  by  metal  ones  because  the  woodpeckers  loved  to  drill  in 
them!)  Under  the  supervision  of  James  Johnson  the  men  laid  a  broken  tile 
floor  on  the  new  porch.  Stained  glass  windows  replaced  the  clear  glass  and 
Venetian  blinds  in  the  sanctuary  and  red  wall  to  wall  carpet  was  laid  on  the 
floor.  On  the  Sunday  before  Christmas  of  that  year,  Pocket  received  a  gift 
of  a  Hammond  Organ  from  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Hartness  (the  former 
Edna  Gladden)  of  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

In  1976  two  decidedly  new  improvements  had  been  done  in  the  yard: 
curbing  was  put  along  the  cemetery  line  and  the  parking  lot  was  paved. 

In  1978  a  new  gas  furnace  replaced  the  floor  furnaces  in  the  sanctuary, 
the  buildings  were  air-conditioned,  and  storm  windows  were  placed  on  the 
Educational  building. 

In  the  Fall  of  1980  just  before  Homecoming,  the  inside  walls  of  the 
Mclver  Fellowship  Building  were  paneled,  a  permastone  fireplace  replaced 
the  old  one,  and  the  concrete  basement  floors  of  the  Educational  Building 
were  covered  with  tile.  The  basement  classrooms  also  had  new  paneling 
chair-rail  height  with  wallboard  the  rest  of  the  way  up  to  the  ceiling.  Later 
about  1982  the  kitchen  cabinets  were  painted  and  new  tile  put  on  that  floor. 

In  1982  the  Sanctuary  was  covered  outside  with  white  aluminum  siding. 
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Pocket  Presbyterian  Church 


The  Rev.  "Dick"  Bolls  and  wife, 
Kate  M.  Bolls 
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THE  MANSES 


From  the  beginning,  the  Pocket  Church  shared  its  ministers  with  other 
Churches  and  these  ministers  lived  in  various  nearby  places. 

From  1924  until  1948  Buffalo,  White  Hill,  Pocket  and  Euphronia 
Churches  had  the  same  pastor,  and  in  the  year  1926  these  Churches  decid- 
ed to  build  their  own  manse  on  a  lot  across  the  highway  from  the  Buffalo 
Church. 

The  new  manse  was  a  large  two -story  white  frame  house  with  a  porch  on 
the  front.  The  main  carpenters  were  Mr.  Bascom  Andrews  and  his  son 
Herman  Andrews,  but  men  from  each  of  the  churches  helped  where  they 
could. 

The  first  occupants  of  the  new  manse  were  the  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Edgerton,  who  came  to  Pocket  in  May  1928.  Mr.  Barham,  Mr.  Morrison, 
Mr.  Carswell  and  their  families  also  lived  there  while  they  were  pastors  of 
the  four  church  field. 

In  1948  when  the  Buffalo  Church  became  self-supporting,  the  White 
Hill,  Pocket  and  Euphronia  Churches  sold  Buffalo  their  interest  in  the 
manse. 

From  the  Pocket  Session  Records,  January  9, 1949,  we  read:  "A  Congre- 
gational Meeting  was  held  at  the  Pocket  Church  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
to  Pocket  one-tenth  interest  in  the  manse  at  the  Buffalo  Church.  Buffalo 
offered  to  buy  one  half  interest  in  the  manse  from  the  other  Churches  for 
$3,000.00.  Pocket's  share  would  be  $600.00  ...  and  to  build  another  manse 
at  White  Hill,  White  Hill  Church  to  pay  one  half,  Pocket  one  fourth  and 
Euphronia  one  fourth  . . .  E.Q.  Matthews,  Clerk." 

From  the  March  1949  Session  Records:  "On  Tuesday,  March  1st,  WW 
Seymore  paid  to  E.Q.  Matthews,  as  Trustee  for  Pocket,  White  Hill  and 
Euphronia  Churches,  $3000.00.  This  was  paid  to  the  three  Churches  for 
their  part  in  the  manse  at  Buffalo.  This  check  was  turned  over  to  K.S. 
Coffer,  Treasurer  for  the  three  churches  and  in  charge  of  building  the  new 
manse.  K.S.  Coffer  gave  a  receipt  to  E.Q.  Matthews  for  $600.00  for  Pocket's 
share  of  the  Manse  at  Buffalo.  —  E.Q-  Matthews,  Clerk." 

Plans  were  made  for  the  construction  of  the  second  manse  to  be  built  on 
an  adjoining  lot  to  the  White  Hill  Church.  A  Three-Church  Committee  was 
formed:  from  White  Hill:  K.S.  Coffer  and  W.G.  Wicker;  from  Euphronia: 
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at  Buffalo  —  (1928-1948) 


at  White  Hill  —  (1949-1964) 
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at  Pocket  —  (1965-) 
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James  Campbell  and  Will  Tillman;  and  from  Pocket:  L.  Roscoe  Gladden 
and  A.W.  Payne. 

Instead  of  building  a  new  house,  the  Churches  decided  to  remodel  the  old 
two  story  Masonic  Lodge  building  which  had  been  constructed  of  solid  fat 
pine  lumber. 

From  the  Sanford  Herald,  May  2, 1949  —  "The  old  siding  was  ripped  off 
and  new  storm  sheeting  and  asbestos  shingles  were  put  on  the  outside.  On 
the  inside,  new  ceilings  and  walls  were  put  up  and  then  sheetrock  was 
added.  The  first  floor  of  the  new  manse  had  a  study,  living  room,  dining 
room,  kitchen,  bathroom  and  bedroom  with  a  central  hall  from  which  all 
heat  was  furnished  to  both  floors.  The  upstairs  of  the  manse  had  four 
bedrooms  and  bath  with  extra  linen  closets.  The  entire  house  had  hard- 
wood floors.  The  women  of  the  White  Hill  Church  had  inlaid  linoleum  put 
on  the  bathroom  and  kitchen  floors.  The  Youth  Fellowship  bought  a  new 
electric  range  for  the  kitchen  and  an  electric  hot  water  heater  was  in- 
stalled." 

The  total  cost  of  the  new  manse  at  White  Hill,  including  buying  the  old 
Masonic  Lodge,  moving  it,  plus  the  cost  of  a  well  and  pump  was  $9,375.61. 
Of  this  the  total  cost  of  donated  labor  by  the  three  churches  was  $1,334.93 
and  paid  labor  $1,883.95. 

The  Reverend  Gaston  Boyle,  Jr.  and  his  family  were  the  first  to  occupy 
the  new  manse  and  the  Reverend  James  J.  Watkins  was  the  last  of  Pocket's 
Pastors  to  live  there. 

In  1955  the  Pocket  Church  became  self-supporting  and  no  longer  needed 
Presbytery's  Home  Missions  Financial  Aid.  In  1964  they  decided  to  make 
plans  to  Call  a  full  time  Minister  for  the  Pocket  Church  alone  and  to  build 
their  own  manse.  A  lot  two  hundred  by  one  hundred  twenty  feet  on  County 
Road  1335,  now  called  Bridges  Road,  and  located  about  a  mile  from  the 
Church  was  given  to  the  Church  by  Mr.  James  and  Mrs.  Elva  Mcintosh 
Johnson.  On  this  lot  a  house  was  built. 

On  December  1, 1963  the  following  Building  Committee  was  appointed: 
Gaither  Matthews,  Mack  Gilliam,  Compton  Poe,  L.  Roscoe  Gladden,  Mrs. 
Edith  Parrish,  Mrs.  Hannah  Smith  and  Mrs.  Martha  Johnson.  The  follow- 
ing were  to  be  on  the  Finance  Committee:  Colon  Cole,  Mrs.  Ruth  Hunter, 
Claude  Phillips,  Leon  Phillips  and  Mrs.  Florence  Gilliam. 

On  January  1, 1964  the  Manse  Fund  contained  $748.24.  Orange  Presby- 
tery donated  $3000.00.  The  White  Hill  Church  paid  Pocket  $2080.00  for  its 
share  of  the  jointly  owned  manse  at  White  Hill  and  during  the  year  pledges 
and  donations  totaled  $3,846.78.  The  Trustees  were  authorized  to  borrow 
$11,000  from  the  bank.  By  the  end  of  the  year  1964,  $20,000  had  been  paid 
out  on  the  new  manse  and  there  was  a  balance  due  to  the  bank  of  $8,500. 
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The  six  room  house,  sixty-six  by  twenty-nine  feet,  has  four  bedrooms, 
two  ceramic  tile  baths,  living-dining  room  and  kitchen-den  areas.  It  has  a 
full  basement  with  oil  furnace  and  is  air-conditioned.  In  1969  a  carport  was 
added.  In  1979  the  yard  was  landscaped  with  a  circular  drive  in  the  front. 
The  backyard  was  filled  in  and  a  retaining  wall  put  near  the  basement 
entrance. 

The  Reverend  Fred  Bremer  became  the  first  full-time  pastor  and  he  and 
his  family  were  the  first  to  occupy  this  new  manse.  Since  that  time,  three 
other  Ministers  and  their  families  have  lived  there  —  the  Kimbroughs, 
Wrights  and  Bolls. 


REMEMBRANCES 

Pauline  Hayes  Frye:  remembered  Sunday  School  when  the  Reverend 
Samuel  H.  Williamson  was  pastor  (1906-1918).  She  looked  forward  to 
dressing  in  her  little  ruffled  dress  and  hat  and  carrying  a  child's  parasol  to 
keep  the  sun  off  as  she  walked  to  Church.  Her  first  class  was  the  Beginner's 
Class  better  known  as  the  "card"  class,  as  they  were  given  a  card  with  a 
Bible  picture  on  one  side  and  the  story  on  the  other.  Mrs.  Mossie  Cole  was 
her  first  teacher.  Their  class  sat  in  the  corner  on  a  bench  to  the  right  of  the 
pulpit.  Her  mother  helped  her  memorize  the  Memory  Verse  for  each  Sun- 
day's lesson.  The  outstanding  thing  that  she  remembered  about  Mrs.  Cole 
was  a  very  large  brown  pocketbook  she  always  carried.  Norman  Cole  and 
Bateman  Ellis  were  two  members  of  the  class.  Mr.  J. P.  "Jim"  Gilliam  was 
Superintendent.  Mrs.  Williamson,  the  pastor's  wife,  played  for  Church 
Services.  Mary  Ellen  Mcintosh  and  Lizzie  Cole  played  for  Sunday  School. 
Christian  Endeavor  for  young  people  was  organized  in  the  1920's.  The 
young  people  prepared  the  programs  which  consisted  of  talks,  quartets, 
duets,  etc.  She  considered  this  the  best  training  offered  to  the  youth  at  that 
time.  Parents  often  came  to  enjoy  the  programs.  Practicing  for  and  having 
the  Christmas  program  was  an  outstanding  memory.  For  a  number  of  years 
it  was  customary  for  the  program  to  be  held  on  Christmas  Eve  night.  The 
tree  was  placed  on  one  side  of  the  sanctuary.  A  treat  of  fruits,  nuts  and 
candy  for  each  member  and  visitor  was  given  out.  The  Sunday  School 
provided  gifts  for  the  little  children.  Santa  Claus  came  in  a  window  at  the 
front  of  the  church,  later  he  used  the  back  door.  One  of  the  best  was  Clint 
Poe. 

During  this  period,  the  people  walked  or  rode  in  buggies  or  wagons.  This 
brought  to  memory  the  gathering  under  the  shade  of  the  big  oak  tree  for  a 
while  after  church  for  a  visit  with  other  members. 

Mrs.  Delia  Poe  Smith:  The  first  Superintendents  Miss  Delia  remem- 
bered were  Mr.  Daniel  A.  Mcintosh  and  Mr.  James  P.  Gilliam.  Mrs.  Mary 
Cole  Young  was  her  first  Sunday  School  teacher.  Mrs.  Young  also  used  the 
cards.  She  had  a  contest  and  divided  the  children  into  two  sides  —  the  Reds 
and  the  Blues.  Pocket  Creek  was  the  dividing  line.  Those  who  lived  on  one 
side  of  the  Creek  were  the  Reds  and  on  the  other  side  were  the  Blues.  At  the 
end  of  a  given  time,  those  with  the  lowest  attendance  record  gave  a  party 
for  the  winners  with  the  highest  record.  The  Sunday  School  benches  were 
uncomfortable,  but  she  looked  forward  to  going.  She  remembered  crying  on 
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rainy  Sundays  when  Raccoon  Creek  would  be  up  and  they  could  not  cross 
the  foot  log  to  go  up  the  hill  to  Church.  Her  older  brothers  would  sometimes 
carry  her  "piggyback"  up  the  hill  and  they  always  stopped  to  rest  under  the 
big  oak  tree  in  front  of  the  Academy  before  going  on  to  Church. 

One  Sunday  there  were  so  few  members,  the  group  decided  there  weren't 
enough  present  to  have  Sunday  School,  and  then  someone  spotted  her 
family  coming  up  the  hill.  "The  Poes  are  coming.  Now  we  can  have  Sunday 
School,"  they  said. 

Every  Sunday  morning  the  Church  bell  rang  twice  calling  the  people  to 
worship. 

Children's  Day  was  an  outstanding  memory.  Mrs.  Doll  Gilliam  Riddle 
was  usually  the  director.  It  was  an  all  day  occasion  in  the  summertime.  The 
children  met  and  practiced  several  times.  On  the  appointed  Sunday  the 
children  were  dressed  in  their  Sunday  best.  The  girls  wore  their  ruffled 
dresses  with  sashes  and  had  large  bows  in  their  hair.  They  wore  patent 
leather  shoes.  At  the  close  of  the  program,  there  was  a  picnic  dinner  on  a 
table,  made  of  rough  lumber,  under  the  shade  trees.  Children's  Day  was  the 
beginning  of  a  week  of  Revival  Services.  Mrs.  Riddle  also  planned  many 
Christmas  programs. 

When  she  was  a  grown  woman,  Miss  Delia  remembers  the  Women's 
Auxiliary  met  at  the  Church  on  Sunday  afternoons.  When  they  divided 
into  Circles,  the  creeks  were  the  dividing  lines.  Those  on  the  other  side  of 
Big  Pocket  were  one  circle,  those  between  Big  Pocket  and  Raccoon  Creeks 
were  a  second  circle  and  those  on  the  other  side  of  Raccoon  Creek  formed 
the  third  circle.  The  women  did  all  the  cleaning  that  was  done  at  the 
church.  Dogwood  brushes  were  used  to  sweep  the  yard. 

Many  parties  were  enjoyed  at  different  homes.  They  played  games  such 
as  tag,  drop  the  handkerchief,  hailover,  stray  cat  and  stealing  sticks.  Candy 
pullings  were  also  enjoyed.  One  of  the  favorite  places  to  have  a  party  was 
the  Daniel  A.  Mcintosh  home. 

Mrs.  Mollie  Poe  Bridges:  remembered  Mrs.  Doll  Riddle  as  her  first 
Sunday  School  teacher  and  Mrs.  Lizzie  Cameron  and  Miss  Gertrude 
Campbell  playing  the  pump  organ.  Her  family  walked  or  rode  in  a  surry  or 
even  a  wagon  to  church  each  Sunday.  Some  of  the  young  people  named  her 
father's  surry,  "the  Jesus  wagon".  The  Gladden  family  moved  near  her 
home  about  1913  and  they  would  often  come  to  Church  with  them. 

Her  mother  made  Communion  bread  and  also  the  scuppernong  wine  that 
was  used  for  Communion.  Miss  Mollie  and  her  mother  hemstitched  some 
linen  Communion  cloths  for  the  church. 
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Mrs.  Virginia  Gladden:  recalled  the  period  from  1906  to  1923  when  Mr. 
Williamson  and  then  Mr.  Wicker  served  the  Church  as  pastors.  Mrs.  Mag- 
gie Poe  Gilliam  was  the  Primary  teacher.  The  Church  attendance  was  good 
considering  the  distance  people  had  to  walk  or  ride  in  buggies  and  wagons. 
Mrs.  Mary  Cole  Young  had  the  first  Church  wedding  at  Pocket.  She  was  a 
great  teacher  and  did  much  church  work.  At  one  time  "Granny"  Gilliam 
(Mrs.  William  Henry  Gilliam)  baked  the  Communion  bread.  It  was  served 
in  two  plates.  The  wine  was  served  in  two  goblets  from  which  the  whole 
congregation  drank. 

Sunday  School  picnics  for  many  years  were  held  at  the  bridge  across  Big 
Pocket  Creek.  The  young  people  danced  the  Virginia  Reel  on  the  bridge 
while  Mr.  John  Thomas,  his  son,  Arthur  Thomas,  Martin  Cole  and  Carson 
Oldham  made  the  music. 

Living  some  distance  away  in  Carbonton,  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liamson came  to  the  community  on  Saturday  and  spent  the  night  with 
someone  in  the  Congregation.  They  would  stop  near  Mrs.  Lizzie  Cameron's 
house  to  dust  their  clothes  before  going  to  the  place  where  they  would  sleep. 
One  Saturday  they  were  to  stay  with  the  Eugene  M.  Judds.  When  they 
stopped  for  the  dust  off,  cloth  in  the  shape  of  an  iron  came  out  of  his  pants. 
His  wife  had  scorched  them  before  leaving  home.  Mrs.  Judd  and  Mrs. 
Williamson  managed  to  repair  the  pants  before  the  Sunday  Preaching 
Service. 

There  have  been  four  collection  plates  in  our  history:  a  basket  with  a  long 
handle;  two  baskets  woven  with  pine  needles  by  Mrs.  Ella  Pickard;  two 
mahogany  plates  shaped  by  Roscoe  Gladden  and  Gilbert  Riddle  (Miss 
Virginia  glued  some  felt  cut  from  an  old  hat  into  these  so  the  "change" 
would  not  make  a  sound  on  Sundays.);  and  the  brass  plates  used  now,  which 
were  purchased  while  Mr.  Kimbrough  was  Pastor. 

Mrs.  Elva  Johnson:  remembered  a  Sunday  School  picnic  at  Palmer's 
Pond.  There  were  only  two  girls  who  owned  bathing  suits.  They  shared 
them  with  the  other  girls  two  at  a  time,  so  everyone  could  take  a  turn 
swimming. 

Mrs.  Beulah  Matthews:  remembered  the  Sunday  School  Convention 
held  in  the  County.  It  was  an  all  day  service  with  a  picnic  dinner.  Pennants 
were  given  to  the  Church  with  the  largest  attendance  and  other  records. 
Pocket  won  several  pennants.  She  also  remembered  the  men  and  women 
meeting  at  the  church  to  clean  the  building  and  grounds  before  special 
services. 
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Mrs.  Mable  Holt:  remembered  that  before  World  War  II  the  men  of  the 

Church  dug  all  the  graves  with  spades  and  shovels  when  they  were  needed. 
She  also  remembered  the  fans  furnished  by  Funeral  Homes  kept  in  the 
back  of  the  pews  in  the  summer. 

Some  recall  that  the  first  formal  wedding  held  at  the  Pocket  Church  was 
that  of  Mary  Cole  and  Connelly  Cornelius  Young  who  were  married  April 
23,  1918.  The  second  wedding  was  that  of  Doris  Gilliam  and  Benjamin 
Franklin  Collins  on  April  15,  1950.  The  third  was  that  of  Elizabeth  Glad- 
den and  Albert  Thomas  on  October  28th  of  that  same  year. 

William  Henry  Gilliam,  who  died  January  21,  1897  was  the  first  person 
buried  in  the  Pocket  Cemetery. 


PASTORS  of  the  POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Fayetteville  Presbytery:  1890-1923 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Dugald  Neil  McLauchlin 1891-1892 

(Group:  Sanford,  Buffalo,  White  Hill,  Pocket) 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Malcom  Daniel  McNeill 1893-1897 

(Group:  Sanford,  Buffalo,  White  Hill,  Pocket) 

Sanctuary  built:  1897-1898 
Dedicated:  1907 

Pastor  &  Supply:  The  Reverend  Kenneth  Alexander  McLeod  1899-1906 
(Group:  Pocket,  Barbecue) 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Samuel  Hill  Williamson 1906-1918 

(Group:  Pocket,  Euphronia,  Gulf) 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Charles  Leonidas  Wicker 1918-1923 

(Group:  Gulf,  Euphronia,  Stated  Supply  at  Pocket) 

Orange  Presbytery:  1923-1972 

Stated  Supply:  The  Reverend  Robert  Campbell  Gilmore 1923-1924 

(Pastor:  Sanford;  Stated  Supply:  Pocket) 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Walter  Lowrie  Wilson 1924-1925 

(Group:  Pocket,  White  Hill,  Buffalo,  Euphronia) 

Manse  built  at  Buffalo  in  1926  by 
Buffalo,  Pocket,  White  Hill,  Euphronia  Churches 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Luther  Talmadge  Edgerton 1927-1929 

(Group:  Pocket,  Buffalo,  White  Hill,  Euphronia) 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Joseph  Thacker  Barham 1930-1934 

(Group:  Pocket,  Buffalo,  White  Hill,  Euphronia) 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Clarence  Nickolson  Morrison 1934-1938 

(Group:  Pocket,  Buffalo,  White  Hill,  Euphronia) 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Arthur  Dula  Carswell 1940-1948 

(Group:  Pocket,  Buffalo,  White  Hill,  Euphronia) 

Manse  built  at  White  Hill  in  1949  by 
White  Hill,  Pocket  and  Euphronia  Churches 
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Pastor:  The  Reverend  Gaston  Boyle,  Jr 1949-1951 

(Group:  Pocket,  White  Hill,  Euphronia) 

Sunday  School  rooms  added  to  building:  November  1949-1950 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  James  Benjamin  Garrett 1952-1953 

(Group:  Pocket,  White  Hill,  Euphronia) 

Mclver  Fellowship  Building  built:  1953 
Dedicated:  1958 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Olin  Marsh  Whitener 1955-1956 

(Group:  Pocket,  White  Hill,  Euphronia) 

November  11,  1955  —  Pocket  becomes  self-supporting 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Woodson  Parmel  Booth 1957-1961 

(Group:  Pocket,  White  Hill,  Euphronia) 

New  Brick  Educational  Building  built:  1958 
Dedicated:  1960 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  James  Jackson  Watkins 1962-1965 

(Group:  Pocket,  White  Hill,  Euphronia  until  1965 
then  White  Hill  and  Euphronia  until  1968) 

Pocket's  new  Manse  built:  1964 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Fredrick  Leroy  Bremer 1965-1968 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Clement  William  Kimbrough 1969-1973 

Sanctuary  remodeled:  1971 

Fayetteville  Presbytery:  1972 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Charles  Edgar  Wright,  Jr 1974-1979 

Pastor:  The  Reverend  Allen  Richard  Bolls 1979- 

(Also  Interim  Supply:  Euphronia  —  1979-1983) 


THE  PASTORS  OF  POCKET 

THE  REVEREND  DUGALD  NEIL  McLAUCHLIN  (1891-1892)  —  The 
first  pastor  of  the  Pocket  Church,  was  born  in  Vass,  North  Carolina  in 
1863,  the  son  of  Dugald  McLauchlin,  an  Elder  in  the  Cyprus  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  graduated  from  Davidson  College  1888;  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  1891,  when  it  was  located  at  Hampden  Sydney,  Virginia;  was 
Licensed  and  Ordained  by  Fayette ville  Presbytery  in  1891.  His  first  pastor- 
ate was  a  group  of  four  Churches:  Pocket,  Sanford,  Buffalo  and  White  Hill. 
He  preached  in  each  of  these  one  Sabbath  a  month.  He  was  Installed  as  the 
first  pastor  of  Pocket  on  "Friday  before  the  Second  Sabbath  August  7, 
1891".  He  remained  only  one  year  and  moved  to  the  Purity  Church  in 
Chester,  South  Carolina.  He  was  unmarried  while  here.  Mr.  McLauchlin 
held  other  pastorates  in  Alabama,  Georgia  and  Texas.  His  last  pastorate 
was  in  Norfolk,  Virginia  where  he  died  in  1932. 

THE  REVEREND  MALCOLM  DANIEL  McNEILL  (1893-1897)  -  was 
born  in  Moore  County,  North  Carolina  near  Southern  Pines.  He  attended 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  1884-1885,  taught  school  a  number  of 
years,  then  entered  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia  for  a  year 
(1893-1894).  He  was  Licensed  and  Ordained  by  Fayetteville  Presbytery  in 
1894.  He  was  Pastor  of  Sanford,  Buffalo,  Pocket  and  White  Hill  from  1893 
to  1897,  then  continued  to  be  the  Pastor  of  White  Hill  for  the  next  twenty- 
seven  years  until  1921.  He  was  also  Pastor  of  the  Cyprus  Church  from  1907 
until  1927  and  supplied  this  same  Church  for  the  next  two  years.  It  is 
thought  he  lived  in  the  Lemon  Springs  area.  Mr.  McNeill  died  in  1952. 

THE  REVEREND  KENNETH  ALEXANDER  McLEOD  (1899-1906) 
was  born  in  Richmond  County,  North  Carolina  in  1858.  He  attended 
Davidson  College  in  1886  and  Union  Theological  Seminary  1886  to  1889. 
He  was  Licensed  and  Ordained  by  Fayetteville  Presbytery  in  1889.  From 
1899  to  1906  he  was  Pastor  or  Stated  Supply  of  Barbecue  and  Pocket.  He 
also  was  Pastor  at  the  Jonesboro,  St.  Andrews,  Salem  and  Mt.  Pisgah 
Churches.  He  died  in  1917. 

THE  REVEREND  SAMUEL  HILL  WILLIAMSON  (1906-1918)  —  was 
born  in  Yanceyville,  North  Carolina  in  1859;  was  in  the  United  States  Navy 
from  1881  until  1885.  He  was  a  teacher  until  he  entered  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Hampden  Sydney,  Virginia  and  was  there  from  1895  until 
1897.  He  was  Licensed  and  Ordained  by  Orange  Presbytery  in  1897;  was 
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Stated  Supply  at  the  Roxboro,  Stony  Creek  and  Bethesda  Churches  in 
Orange  Presbytery  but  came  to  be  the  Pastor  of  Pocket,  Gulf  and  Euph- 
ronia  Churches  in  1906  and  remained  until  1918.  His  was  the  longest 
Pastorate  Pocket  has  had  —  a  total  of  twelve  years.  Mr.  Williamson  and  his 
wife,  Sadie,  lived  in  Carbonton.  They  had  no  children.  Mrs.  Williamson 
played  the  piano  for  the  Services  at  Pocket.  He  died  in  1930  in  Yanceyville. 

THE  REVEREND  CHARLES  LEONIDAS  WICKER  (1918-1923)  — 
was  born  in  Moore  County,  North  Carolina  in  1877.  He  married  Leonora 
Agnes  Mcintosh  in  1907.  He  attended  Raeford  Institute  and  Union  The- 
ological and  Columbia  Seminaries;  was  Licensed  and  Ordained  in  1914  by 
Fayetteville  Presbytery.  He  was  Stated  Supply  and  Pastor  of  Gulf  from 
1914  to  1918;  was  Stated  Supply  of  Euphronia  and  Pocket  1918  to  1923. 
When  he  preached  at  Pocket,  he  lived  in  Gulf.  In  1941  he  was  honorably 
retired  and  died  in  1945  at  his  home  in  West  End. 

THE  REVEREND  ROBERT  CAMPBELL  GILMORE  (1923-1924)  — 
was  born  in  Fairfield,  Virginia  in  1867.  He  was  a  private  student  four  years, 
then  went  to  Union  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  Licensed  and  Ordained 
in  1894  by  Lexington  Presbytery,  Virginia  and  served  Churches  in  Virgin- 
ia, Alabama  and  Georgia.  He  was  Pastor  of  the  Sanford  Church  from  1922 
to  1933  and  Stated  Supply  at  Pocket  from  1923  to  1924.  Mr.  Gilmore  is 
remembered  wearing  knickers  and  a  white  cap  and  driving  an  open  touring 
car!  He  died  in  1943. 

THE  REVEREND  WALTER  LOWRIE  WILSON  (1924-1925)  -  was 
born  in  Siam  in  1871.  He  attended  Western  Theological  Seminary,  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania;  was  Ordained  by  Kittanning  Presbytery  (U.S.A.  Pres- 
byterian) and  preached  in  several  Churches  in  the  Northern  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  1912  he  moved  to  North  Carolina  and  was  Pastor  of  Pocket, 
Buffalo,  Euphronia  and  White  Hill  Churches  in  1924  and  1925.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  when  he  preached  here  he  lived  in  Carbonton.  He  died  in  1941. 

THE  REVEREND  LUTHER  TALMADGE  EDGERTON  (1927-1929) 
—  was  born  in  Kenly,  North  Carolina  in  1895;  was  a  student  at  Davidson 
College  1917-1918,  then  joined  the  United  States  Army  and  was  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Force  in  France  in  1918.  He  was  a  teacher  for  one 
year  then  went  into  business  for  three  years.  From  1924  to  1927  he  attend- 
ed Union  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  Virginia  and  was  Licensed 
and  Ordained  in  1927  by  Orange  Presbytery.  His  first  pastorate  was  the 
Pocket,  White  Hill,  Buffalo  and  Euphronia  Churches  from  1927  to  1929. 
From  hex  :  e  went  to  a  church  in  West  Virginia,  then  returned  to  North 
Carolina  in  .  ^34  and  was  pastor  of  several  churches  before  his  retirement 
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in  1961.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgerton  were  the  first  minister  and  family  to  occupy 
the  new  Manse  at  Buffalo.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgerton  are 
residents  in  a  Nursing  Home  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina. 

THE  REVEREND  JOSEPH  THACKER  BARHAM  (1930-1934)  —  was 
born  in  Stokesdale,  North  Carolina  in  1892.  He  was  married  to  Julia 
Kenneth  Mclver  in  1919  and  had  five  children:  Jackson  T.,  Jane  E.,  Nancy 
Lee,  Margaret  Ann  and  Dorothy  Gray  Barham.  (Margaret  Ann  married  the 
Reverend  Raymond  Allison  Horn).  Mr.  Barham  attended  Gilliams  Junior 
College  then  attended  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  1923.  He  was  Li- 
censed and  Ordained  by  Kanawha  Presbytery  in  West  Virginia.  After 
preaching  and  being  the  Pastor  of  Churches  in  West  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  he  served  as  Pastor  of  the  Pocket,  Buffalo,  White  Hill  and  Euph- 
ronia  Church  Field  from  1930  to  1934.  He  was  honorably  retired  in  1958  in 
Hickory,  North  Carolina.  He  died  at  age  eighty-one  in  1973. 

THE  REVEREND  CLARENCE  NICKOLSON  MORRISON  (1934- 
1938)  —  born  in  1898  at  Bethany,  North  Carolina;  married  Ava  Merle 
Clapp  in  1927.  They  had  one  son,  Clarence  Clapp  Morrison.  Mr.  Morrison 
graduated  from  Davidson  College  in  1921  and  Union  Seminary  in  1925.  He 
was  Licensed  and  Ordained  by  Orange  Presbytery  in  1925.  His  first  pastor- 
ate was  in  Whitsett  and  McLeans  ville,  then  he  preached  at  the  Glen  wood 
Church  in  Greensboro.  From  there  he  came  to  the  Pocket,  White  Hill, 
Euphronia  and  Buffalo  Churches  where  he  preached  from  1934  to  1938.  He 
was  honorably  retired  in  1963. 

THE  REVEREND  ARTHUR  DULA  CARSWELL  (1940-1948)  -  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Virginia  in  1888.  He  married  Madeline  Mapp 
Warburton  from  Lightfoot,  Virginia  in  1923.  She  was  Principal  of  Cumber- 
land County  High  School.  They  had  seven  children:  Mary  Thomas,  Arthur 
Dula,  Jr.,  Madeline,  Jane  Triplett,  John  Warburton,  Virgilia  Hawkins,  and 
Judith  Alexander  Carswell.  He  graduated  from  King  College  in  1912  and 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  1921;  was  Licensed  and  Ordained  by  West 
Hanover  Presbytery  in  Virginia  in  1921.  He  preached  in  Virginia  two  years, 
then  the  Bethel  Church  and  Group  near  Raeford,  North  Carolina  from 
1923  to  1940.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Pocket,  White  Hill,  Buffalo  and  Euph- 
ronia Churches  from  1940  to  1949.  He  and  his  family  lived  in  the  Buffalo 
Manse.  After  he  left  the  Sanford  area  he  preached  at  the  Church  of  the 
Covenant,  Cameron  Hill  and  Cypress  Churches  until  1957.  He  was  Moder- 
ator of  Fayetteville  and  Orange  Presbyteries.  He  was  honorably  retired  in 
January  1958.  This  had  been  Pocket's  Second  longest  pastorate  superceed- 
ed  by  the  Reverend  Samuel  H.  Williamson.  He  left  this  suggestion  to  the 
Pocket  Church  Congregation:  "That  you  seek  a  minister  who  is  fully  dedi- 
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cated  to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  cooperate  whole  heartedly  with  him  in  the 
work,  and  God  will  bless  your  labors." 

THE  REVEREND  GASTON  BOYLE,  JR.  (1949-1951)  was  born  in  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil  in  1917,  the  son  of  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Gaston  Boyle,  Sr., 
missionaries  to  Brazil.  He  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  seven.  After 
attending  schools  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  he  went  to  Hampden- 
Sydney  College  and  graduated  in  1940.  He  entered  the  army  in  March  of 
1941  and  after  a  year  and  a  half  in  this  country,  was  sent  overseas  for  three 
years.  He  was  stationed  in  Iceland,  Scotland,  England,  France  and  Bel- 
gium. He  was  released  from  active  duty  in  the  Fall  of  1945  and  soon 
thereafter  entered  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Richmond,  Virginia.  He 
completed  his  course  at  Union  in  March  of  1949,  was  Licensed  and  Or- 
dained by  Orange  Presbytery  and  assumed  his  duties  as  pastor  of  White 
Hill,  Pocket  and  Euphronia  Churches.  He  and  his  family  were  the  first  to 
occupy  the  renovated  Manse  at  White  Hill. 

Mrs.  Boyle  was  the  former  Virginia  Stegall.  She  was  born  in  Belgium 
Congo,  Africa  where  her  parents  served  as  missionaries.  At  sixteen  she 
came  to  the  United  States,  enrolled  at  Flora  MacDonald  College  and  fin- 
ished in  1943.  She  then  attended  the  Assembly's  Training  School  in  Rich- 
mond, Virginia  and  was  Director  of  Religious  Education  at  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Staunton,  Virginia.  The  Boyles  have  three  daugh- 
ters: Mary  Kathleen,  Judith  Anne  and  Elizabeth  Susan.  After  leaving  here, 
the  Boyles  served  Churches  in  South  Carolina  and  in  Statesville,  North 
Carolina.  While  the  Boyles  were  at  Pocket,  new  Sunday  School  rooms  were 
added  on  either  side  of  the  sanctuary,  the  Men  of  the  Church  and  the  Young 
People  were  Organized  and  the  Session  and  Diaconate  were  enlarged  from 
three  to  five  members. 

THE  REVEREND  JAMES  BENJAMIN  GARRETT  (1952-1953)  —  was 
born  in  Maxwelton,  West  Virginia  in  1913.  His  wife,  Lucy  Elizabeth  Ben- 
nett was  also  from  that  State.  They  have  four  children:  James  Benjamin, 
Jr.,  Robert  Bennett,  David  Lester  and  Kathryn  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Garrett 
graduated  from  Hampden -Sydney  College  in  1940  and  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  1943.  Kanawha  Presbytery  Licensed  and  Ordained  him  that 
same  year.  He  preached  in  West  Virginia  until  he  came  to  the  Pocket, 
White  Hill  and  Euphronia  Churches  in  1952.  He  only  stayed  one  year  on 
this  Field.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Garrett  are  retired  and  living  in 
Broadway,  North  Carolina. 

THE  REVEREND  OLIN  MARSH  WHITENER  (1955-1956)  —  was 
born  in  1912  in  Marshville,  North  Carolina.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Davidson 
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College  and  Columbia  Theological  Seminary,  Decatur,  Georgia.  He  worked 
on  the  Home  Mission  Field  in  Mississippi  and  had  held  pastorates  at 
Carolina  Beach  and  Camp  Green  Church,  Charlotte  before  coming  to  the 
Pocket,  Euphronia  and  White  Hill  Church  Field.  Under  his  leadership  this 
Group  of  Churches  became  self-supporting.  He  loved  music  and  encour- 
aged singing  in  the  Churches.  Mr.  Whitener  was  forty-four  years  old  when 
he  had  a  heart  attack  and  died  in  the  Manse  at  White  Hill.  In  the  newspa- 
per article,  July  5,  1956  we  read:  "He  was  not  in  our  community  very  long, 
but  in  that  short  time  he  endeared  himself  to  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a 
large  man  physically,  but  more  than  that,  he  had  a  spiritual  bigness  that 
few  men  could  match  in  a  lifetime  twice  his  own  ...  He  knew  how  to  listen. 
The  problems  brought  to  him  by  his  people,  he  listened  to  —  until  he  knew 
and  understood  them  as  if  they  were  his  own,  and  then  he  spoke  just  the 
right  words  which  comforted  the  troubled  person.  He  visited  the  sick  and 
helped  the  needy.  He  was  a  man  who  knew  God."  Mr.  Whitener  was 
married  to  Alice  Boyte  of  Monroe,  North  Carolina  exactly  twenty-one 
years  the  day  he  died.  They  had  five  daughters:  Patricia  Ann,  Alice,  Rebec- 
ca Jane,  Nancy,  Sue  Ellen,  and  two  sons:  The  Reverend  Olin  Whitener,  Jr. 
and  Grover  James  Whitener.  Patricia  Ann  graduated  from  Presbyterian 
Hospital  School  of  Nursing  and  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion and  served  as  a  Missionary  in  Korea.  At  the  present  time  Mrs.  Whit- 
ener lives  in  Charlotte  with  her  son,  Grover  James  Whitener. 

THE  REVEREND  WOODSON  PARMEL  BOOTH  (1957-1961)  —  was 
born  in  Warfield,  Kentucky  in  1920.  He  was  educated  at  Lincoln  Memorial 
University  in  Tennessee  and  at  the  Reformed  Episcopal  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Philadelphia.  He  was  Ordained  by  Blue  Presbytery  in  1946.  He 
married  Virginia  Santee  and  they  had  six  children:  William  Lee,  Samuel 
Newell,  Ceri  Lorainne,  Woodson  Parmel,  Jr.,  Thomas  Paul  and  Suzanne 
Marie.  Mr.  Booth  preached  in  Churches  in  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky 
before  coming  to  Pocket  and  White  Hill.  When  he  left  this  area  he  served 
churches  in  Parkton,  Rocky  Mount  and  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Salisbury,  where  he  had  served  one  and  a  half  years  before  he  died.  While 
Mr.  Booth  was  at  Pocket,  the  new  brick  education  building  was  built  in 
1958  and  dedicated  in  1960. 

THE  REVEREND  JAMES  JACKSON  WATKINS  (1962-1965)  —  was 
born  in  Dallas,  Texas  in  1926.  He  was  in  the  United  States  Army  from  1944 
to  1949,  then  went  into  business  in  Oklahoma  from  1949  to  1951.  He 
attended  Letourneau  Technical  Institute  in  Texas  1950  to  1951,  then  re- 
entered the  Army  for  three  years.  He  was  sent  to  Luzon,  Austria  and  Korea. 
He  was  in  business  in  North  Carolina  for  a  year  until  he  became  a  student 
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at  Elon  College  1953  to  1954.  He  attended  Union  Theological  Seminary 
from  1956  to  1958;  was  Ordained  by  Abingdon  Presbytery  in  1958  and  his 
first  pastorate  was  Hurley  and  Clark  Memorial  Churches  in  Virginia.  He 
came  to  Lee  County  to  become  pastor  of  the  White  Hill,  Euphronia  and 
Pocket  Churches  in  1962.  While  Mr.  Watkins  was  pastor,  the  Pocket 
Church  built  a  new  manse  in  1964.  When  Pocket  wanted  to  have  its  own 
pastor  in  1965,  he  continued  to  preach  at  Euphronia  and  White  Hill  until 
1968.  He  also  accepted  the  pastorate  of  Wayside  in  Sanford  and  preached 
there  from  1965  until  1968.  From  1968  to  1979  he  was  pastor  of  Randolph 
Church,  Archdale,  North  Carolina.  He  was  Associate  Pastor  of  the  Church 
of  the  Cross,  Greensboro  and  on  Presbytery  Staff  from  1969  to  1979; 
Interim  General  Presbyter  of  Orange  Presbytery  1977-1979  and  Associate 
Presbyter  1979-.  In  1947  Mr.  Watkins  married  Helen  Jean  Mann  of  Me- 
bane,  North  Carolina.  They  have  three  daughters:  Sara  Ann,  Nancy  Jean 
and  Mary  Ella.  Nancy  married  David  Simpson  and  lives  in  the  Pocket 
Community. 

THE  REVEREND  FREDERICK  LEROY  BREMER  (1965-1968)  -  was 
born  in  1914  in  Jacksonville,  Florida.  He  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Florida  in  1941  and  Columbia  Theological  Seminary  in  1944.  Southwest 
Georgia  Presbytery  Ordained  him  in  1944  and  he  served  Churches  in 
Georgia,  Florida  and  South  Carolina  before  coming  to  be  Pocket's  first  full 
time  pastor.  Mr.  Bremer  and  his  family  were  the  first  to  occupy  the  new 
manse  in  1965.  He  was  married  to  Ruth  Catherine  Trask  and  they  had  four 
children:  David  Leroy,  Karen  Ruth,  Janice  Christine  and  Mark  Franklin. 
Mr.  Bremer  died  in  1982.  Mrs.  Bremer  lives  in  Westover,  Maryland. 

THE  REVEREND  CLEMENT  WILLIAM  KIMBROUGH  (1969-1973) 
—  was  born  in  Houston,  Mississippi  in  1914.  He  attended  East  Carolina 
Teachers  College,  Atlantic  Christian  College  and  Presbyterian  Junior  Col- 
lege over  a  period  of  four  years  (1955  to  1959),  then  attended  Union  The- 
ological Seminary  for  one  year  (1954-1955).  He  was  Licensed  in  1959  and 
Ordained  in  1960  by  Albemarle  Presbytery,  North  Carolina.  He  became 
Pastor  of  Meadowbrook  and  Stated  Supply  of  West  Greenville  Churches  in 
North  Carolina  1960-1962.  He  served  as  Pastor  of  Ebeneezer  and  Benson 
Churches  from  1962  to  1969  when  he  came  to  Pocket  and  stayed  until  1973. 
During  his  Pastorate  here,  the  Sanctuary  was  remodeled  in  1971  and  the 
Pocket  Church  was  once  again  put  in  Fayetteville  Presbytery.  He  left 
Pocket  to  accept  a  Call  to  the  Providence  and  Berea  Churches  of  Johnston 
County  and  was  Installed  there  January  1974.  In  1935  Mr.  Kimbrough 
married  Eunice  Ann  Peedin  of  Smithfield  and  they  had  one  son,  William 
Clement  Kimbrough,  Jr.  Mr.  Kimbrough  died  May  22,  1981  and  is  buried 
in  the  Providence  Church  Cemetery. 
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THE  REVEREND  CHARLES  EDGAR  WRIGHT,  JR.  (1974-1979)  — 
was  born  in  Memphis,  Tennessee  in  1943.  He  married  Barbara  Allen  and 
they  had  a  daughter,  Rebekah  Eliza  and  a  son,  Peter  Eugene.  He  received  a 
degree  in  accounting  from  Virginia  Commonwealth  University  in  1966  and 
worked  as  an  accountant  for  a  Virginia  Certified  Public  Accounting  Firm 
and  with  Allied  Chemicals.  He  was  a  student  at  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary from  1970  until  1974  and  while  there  worked  with  the  Salvation 
Army.  He  served  a  three  church  field  as  a  student  in  ministry  at  the  Manly  - 
Vass  Churches  for  fourteen  months.  He  was  Ordained  by  Fayetteville  Pres- 
bytery in  1974  and  accepted  a  Call  to  the  Pocket  Church  that  same  year. 
Mr.  Wright  was  pastor  of  this  Church  until  1979  when  he  accepted  a  Call  to 
St.  Paul  Presbyterian  Church,  St.  Paul,  North  Carolina. 

THE  REVEREND  ALLEN  RICHARD  BOLLS  (1979-  )  —  was  born 
in  Indianola,  Mississippi  December  23,  1923.  He  attended  Mississippi 
State  College  from  1941  to  1943  when  he  entered  the  United  States  Navy  as 
a  Seabee.  He  attended  the  University  of  Louisville  1943-1944  while  in  the 
Navy  and  then  was  sent  to  the  Pacific  area.  After  the  War  he  re-entered 
Mississippi  State  and  received  a  degree  in  Civil  Engineering  in  1947.  He 
attended  Southwestern  University  for  a  year,  then  entered  Union  The- 
ological Seminary  and  graduated  in  1951  with  honors.  He  was  Licensed 
and  Ordained  by  Roanoke  Presbytery  in  Virginia  and  served  Williamson 
Memorial  and  Kentuck  Churches  near  Danville,  Virginia  from  1951  to 
1954.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Pryor  Memorial  Church,  Crewe,  Virginia  from 
1954  to  1959,  then  accepted  a  Call  to  the  Cooks  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church,  Harrisonburg,  Virginia  and  remained  there  from  1959  to  1979.  He 
came  to  the  Pocket  Church  in  1979  and  also  became  the  Interim  Supply  of 
the  Euphronia  Church.  Mr.  Bolls  was  married  to  Kate  McChesney  in  1950. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Paul  S.  McChesney  of 
South  Carolina.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bolls  have  two  sons,  The  Reverend  Doctor 
Donald  McChesney  Bolls  and  David  Edward  Bolls. 

Mrs.  Bolls  was  a  Director  of  Christian  Education  in  several  Churches 
before  her  marriage  and  taught  remedial  reading  in  the  public  schools  while 
they  were  in  Harrisonburg.  She  compiled  and  wrote  the  history  of  the 
Cooks  Creek  Church  and  is  the  author  of  the  Pocket  History. 


PASTORS  OF  POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Rev.  Dugald  Neil 
McLauchlin 

1891-1892 


Rev. 


Malcolm  Daniel 
McNeill 

1893-1897 


Rev.  Kenneth  Alexander 

McLeod 

1899-1906 


(picture  of 

Rev.  Samuel  Hill 

Williamson 

1906-1918 

not  available) 


Rev.  Charles  Leonidas 
Wicker 

1918-1923 


Rev.  Robert  Campbell 

Gilmore 

Stated  Supply:  1923-1924 
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PASTORS  OF  POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Rev.  Walter  Lowrie 

Rev.  Luther  Talmadge 

Rev.  Joseph  Thacker 

Wilson 

Edgerton 

Barham 

1924-1925 

1927-1929 

1930-1934 

Rev.  Clarence  Nickolson 
Morrison 
1934-1938 


Rev.  Arthur  Dula 
Carswell 
1940-1948 


Rev.  Gaston  Boyle,  Jr. 
1949-1951 
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PASTORS  OF  POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Rev.  James  Benjamin  Garrett 
1952-1953 


Rev.  Olin  Marsh  Whitener 
1955-1956 


Rev.  Woodson  Parmel  Booth 

1957-1961 


Rev.  James  Jackson  Watkins 
1962-1965 
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PASTORS  OF  POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Rev.  Frederick  Leroy  Bremer 
1965-1968 


Rev.  Clement  William  Kimbrough 
1969-1973 


Rev.  Charles  Edgar  Wright,  Jr. 
1974-1979 


Rev.  Allen  Richard  Bolls 
1979- 
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ELDERS  OF  POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

"The  history  of  a  congregation  could  be  much  better  understood,  did  we 
know  more  about  those  who  have  composed  the  Session,  from  period  to 
period.  There  is  no  human  influence  so  effective  for  good  or  evil,  in  a 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  that  of  the  Eldership. "  —  The  Reverend  Wil- 
liam T.  Price 


Elder:  Ordained: 

Evander  McGilvary  May  3,  1890 

(Elected  Elder  1854  Buffalo  Pres.  Church) 

William  B.  Campbell  May  3,  1890 

(Elected  Elder  1883  Euphronia  Pres.  Church) 

Dr.  William  Arnold  May  3,  1890 

Alexander  M.  Wicker  (Clerk  1890-1898)  May  3,  1890 

George  G.  Wicker  January  1896 

Daniel  A.  Mcintosh  March  5 

James  Paisley  Gilliam  (Clerk  1899-1940)  March  5 

Thomas  A.  Riddle  May  29 

John  Alexander  Wilkerson  Payne  November  14 

Newton  Elijah  Poe  March  13 

James  Duncan  Cameron  October  16 

Andrew  Jones  Cole  May  19 

Ezra  Q.  Matthews  (Clerk  1940-1962)  May  19 

C.  Bateman  Ellis  November  20 

Lee  Roscoe  Gladden  November  20 

Frank  M.  Gilliam  (Clerk  1964-1974)  April  17 

Travis  B.  Parish  April  17 

James  Mcintosh  Johnson  November  2 

Jewell  W.  Gunter  November  2 

(Made  Elder  Emeritus  1972) 

Boyce  E.  Cox  December  4 

John  Allen  Gladden  December  4 

Fred  F.  Watson  (Clerk  1977-1979  —  1983-1984)  December  13 

G.  Mack  Gilliam  December  10 

Rotary  System  of  Elders  adopted  September  30,  1973 

James  W  Paschal  (Clerk  1974-1976  —  1980-1982)  December  9 

Aubrey  M.  Cox  December  9 


1899 
1899 
1904 
1920 
1921 
1927 
1940 
1940 
1949 
1949 
1955 
1955 
1958 
1958 

1966 
1966 
1970 
1972 

1973 
1973 
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Elva  Mcintosh  Johnson 

Gilbert  M.  Ellis 
Kelly  T.  Yow 
Colon  C.  Cole 
Mozelle  C.  Cole 
Lawrence  T.  Simpson 
Edith  S.  Gladden 
W.  Allen  Davis 
Raymond  P.  Blakely 
Lois  Hussey  Davis 


(First  Woman  Elder) 


December  29,  1974 

December  29,  1974 

December  26,  1976 

February  2,  1975 

December  26,  1976 

January  1,  1978 

December  31,  1978 

December  30,  1979 

January  1,  1984 

January  1,  1984 


CLERKS  OF  POCKET  SESSION 


James  Paisley  Gilliam 
Clerk:  1899-1940 


Ezra  Q.  Matthews 
1940-1962 


Frank  M.  Gilliam 
1964-1974 


James  W.  Paschal 

Fred  F.  Watson 

1974-1976 

1977-1979 

1980-1982 

1983-1984 
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1982  Active  and  Inactive  Elders:  Front  row,  (I.  to  r.):  Kelly  Yow,  Allen  Davis, 
Lawrence  Simpson,  Boyce  Cox,  Fred  Watson,  Jewell  Gunter,  Aubrey  Cox,  Edith 
Gladden  and  Mozelle  Cole;  2nd  row:  Mack  Gilliam,  Colon  Cole,  John  Gladden,  the 
Reverend  Bolls,  James  Paschal,  and  Gilbert  Ellis. 


1982  Active  and  Inactive  Deacons:  Front  row,  (I.  to  r.):  James  Ellis,  Tony  Gilliam, 
Becky  Paschal,  Fred  Gladden,  Lois  Davis,  James  Johnson;  2nd  row:  Raymond 
Blakely,  Ann  Blakely,  J.  W.  Gilliam  and  Lib  Thomas;  next  row:  Robert  Garner, 
James  Thomas,  Steve  Wilson,  Gray  Matthews;  top  row:  Aubrey  Cox,  Harold  Glad- 
den, Neill  Holt,  Tom  Wilson  and  Albert  Thomas. 
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DEACONS  OF  POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Deacons: 

Ordained: 

Thomas  C.  Campbell 

May  3 

,  1890 

Thomas  A,  Riddle 

May  3 

,  1890 

John  Will  Wicker 

May  3 

,  1890 

Arthur  L.  Mcintosh 

May  3 

,  1890 

James  Mclver 

March  5 

,  1899 

Oscar  B.  Murchison 

April  5 

,  1899 

Elton  E.  Campbell 

September  4 

,  1904 

Newton  Elijah  Poe 

November  21 

,  1909 

James  Duncan  Cameron 

November  21 

,  1909 

Lee  Roscoe  Gladden 

November  14 

,  1921 

J.  Lee  Fraley 

March  13 

,  1921 

Alfred  Irven  Gunter 

October  16 

1927 

George  McCallum  Gilliam 

October  16 

1927 

Andrew  J.  Cole 

October  16 

1927 

Ezra  Q.  Matthews 

January  18 

1931 

John  F.  Moser 

January  18 

1931 

C.  Bateman  Ellis 

May  19 

1940 

Frank  M.  Gilliam 

May  19 

1940 

W.  Gaither  Matthews 

November  20 

1949 

G.  Mack  Gilliam 

November  20 

1949 

Augustus  W.  Payne 

November  20 

1949 

Arlie  L.  Cheek 

November  20 

1949 

Neill  C.  Holt 

May  24 

1953 

Colon  C.  Cole,  Jr. 

May  24 

1953 

John  A.  Gladden 

May  24 

1953 

Gilbert  M.  Ellis 

April  17 

1955 

Rotary  System  of  Deacons  adopted  December  16,  1962 

Boyce  E.  Cox 

May  5 

1963 

Herbert  Brewer 

May  5 

1963 

Fred  F.  Watson 

March  15 

1964 

Aubrey  M.  Cox 

March  15 

1964 

Leon  Phillips 

March  15 

1964 

Albert  L.  Thomas 

January  3 

1965 

John  W.  Gilliam 

January  3, 

1965 

Harold  L.  Gladden 

February  13, 

1966 

Raymond  P.  Blakely 

February  13, 

1966 

Robert  Garner 

January  4, 

1967 
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Grady  Wright 

December  3,  1967 

James  W.  Paschal 

December  8,  1968 

Ray  Parrish 

December  8,  1968 

Kelly  T.  Yow 

December  8,  1968 

James  Gilbert  Ellis 

December  14,  1969 

Russell  B.  Womble 

December  14,  1969 

Joel  David  Cameron 

December  13,  1970 

James  M.  Johnson 

December  13,  1970 

A.  Gray  Matthews 

December  12,  1971 

Elizabeth  Gladden  Thomas 

December  10,  1972 

(First  Woman  Officer) 

Larry  Oldham 

December  9,  1973 

Bill  Frank 

December  9,  1973 

James  C.  Cole 

December  9,  1973 

James  W  Thomas 

December  29,  1974 

Lawrence  T.  Simpson 

December  29,  1974 

Edith  S.  Gladden 

December  29,  1975 

G.  Ray  Gunter 

December  29,  1975 

W.  Allen  Davis 

December  26,  1976 

George  M.  Gilliam,  Jr. 

December  26,  1976 

Richard  Angel 

December  31,  1978 

Ann  Holt  Blakely 

December  30,  1979 

Lois  H.  Davis 

December  30,  1979 

Fred  L.  Gladden 

December  28,  1980 

James  C.  Clifton 

December  28,  1980 

Rebecca  Gilliam  Paschal 

December  27,  1981 

J.  Anthony  (Tony)  Gilliam 

December  27,  1981 

Steven  M.  Wilson 

December  27,  1981 

Thomas  J.  Wilson 

December  26,  1982 

Kay  Gladden  Lee 

December  26,  1982 

Roger  Lee  Ellis 

December  26,  1982 

Jane  Gunter  Doss 

January  1,  1984 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 
OF  POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Daniel  Mcintosh  Fred  F.  Watson 

James  Paisley  Gilliam  Travis  B.  Parrish 

Alfred  Irven  Gunter  L.  Roscoe  Gladden 

Ezra  Q.  Matthews  W.  Allen  Davis 

C.  Bateman  Ellis  Harold  L.  Gladden 

Jewell  W.  Gunter  Raymond  P.  Blakely 

Colon  C.  Cole  Elizabeth  G.  Thomas 

Donald  M.  Johnson  Boyce  E.  Cox 

Frank  M.  Gilliam  Lawrence  T.  Simpson 

G.  Mack  Gilliam  Thomas  J.  Wilson 
John  Allen  Gladden 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  POCKET  CHURCH 

Throughout  the  Years 

Thomas  C.  Campbell  Henry  C.  Gilliam 

John  W.  Wicker  Andrew  J.  Cole 

Thomas  A.  Riddle  W  Gaither  Matthews 

Arthur  L.  Mcintosh  Neill  C.  Holt 

James  P.  Gilliam  A.  Gray  Matthews 

James  D.  Cameron  James  C.  Cole 
G.  Mack  Gilliam 


TREASURERS  of  the  Pocket  Presbyterian  Church 
Throughout  the  Years 

Thomas  C.  Campbell  C.  Bateman  Ellis 

Newton  E.  Poe  G.  Mack  Gilliam 

James  D.  Cameron  Arlie  Cheek 

L.  Roscoe  Gladden  Boyce  E.  Cox 

Andrew  J.  Cole  Fred  F.  Watson 

John  F.  Moser  Mrs.  Gaynelle  Matthews  Cox 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Gilliam  Mrs.  Doris  Cameron  Simpson 

Mrs.  Frank  Smith,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Gilliam  Paschal 
Benevolence  Treasurer 


Women's  Council  1982:  1st  row:  Kay  Lee, 
Wanda  Wilson,  Becky  Paschal,  Lois  Davis; 
2nd  row:  Edith  Gladden,  Robena  Wright, 
Gaynelle  Cox,  Ruth  Cameron,  Kate  Bolls;  3rd 
row:  Carol  Cox,  Doris  Simpson,  Ann  Blakely, 
Mozelle  Cole  and  Lib  Thomas. 


Trustees:  Front  row,  (I.  to  r.): 
Mack  Gilliam,  James  Cole;  back 
row:  Gray  Matthews  and  Neill 
Holt. 


1982  Choir:  Front  row,  (I.  to  r.):  Kate  Bolls,  Sylvia  Watson,  Wanda  Wilson,  Kay  Lee, 
Doris  Simpson,  Becky  Paschal;  2nd  row:  Bea  Wallace,  Director,  Vernelle  Matthews, 
Virginia  Ellis,  Hannah  Smith,  Ann  Blakely,  Imogene  Womble,  pianist;  3rd  row: 
Lawrence  Simpson,  Steve  Wilson,  Jimmy  Paschal,  Gilbert  Ellis,  Fred  Watson, 
Raymond  Blakely. 
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PRESIDENTS 
of  the 
Pocket  Presbyterian  Women  of  the  Church 

ORGANIZED  1924  by  Mrs.  W.L.  Wilson,  wife  of  the  Rev.  W.L.  Wilson, 
Pastor  1924-1925 

1924-1925  Miss  Doll  Gilliam 

1926-1927  Miss  Delia  Poe 

1928-1929  Mrs.  Maggie  Poe  Gilliam 

1930-1931  Mrs.  Mollie  Poe  Bridges 

1932-1933  Mrs.  Elva  Johnson 

1934-1935  Mrs.  Mattie  Carter 

1936-1937  Mrs.  C.N.  Morrison 

1938-1939  Mrs.  Delia  Poe  Smith 

1940-1941  Mrs.  Elva  Johnson 
1942-1943 

1944-1945  Mrs.  Flora  Cole 

1946-1947  Mrs.  Florence  Gilliam 

1948-1949  Mrs.  Edith  Parish 

1950-1951  Mrs.  Edith  Parish 

1952-1953  Mrs.  Annie  Lee  Matthews 

1954-1955  Mrs.  Annie  Lee  Matthews 

1956-1957  Mrs.  Mozelle  Cole 

1958-1959  Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Cameron 

1960-1961  Mrs.  Ruth  Hunter 

1962-1963  Mrs.  Edith  Gladden 

1964  Mrs.  Lorene  Yow 

1965-1966  Miss  Sandra  Holt 

1967  Mrs.  Mae  Pickard 
1968-1969-1970     Mrs.  Ann  Blakely 

1971-1972  Mrs.  Lib  Thomas 

1973-1974  Mrs.  Dot  Gladden 

1975-1976  Mrs.  Carol  Cox 

1977-1978  Mrs.  Ann  Blakely 

1979-1980  Mrs.  Mozelle  Cole 

1980-1982  Mrs.  Carol  Cox 

1982-1984  Mrs.  Doris  Simpson 

1984-1986  Mrs.  Lois  Davis 
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WOMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH  HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 

were  presented  to  the  following  members  of  the  Church: 

1960  —  Mrs.  Mattie  Gilliam  Carter 
Miss  Ada  Gilliam 

1963  —  Mrs.  Beulah  Allen  Matthews 

1966  —  Mrs.  Flora  Wicker  Atkinson 
Mrs.  Emma  Damerson  Payne 
Mrs.  Flossie  Wicker  Gunter 

1969  —  Mrs.  Virginia  Gilliam  Gladden 

1971  —  Mrs.  Delia  Poe  Smith 

1972  —  Mrs.  Mollie  Poe  Bridges 

1973  —  Mrs.  Ruth  McCain  Cameron 

1974  —  Mrs.  Florence  Gladden  Gilliam 

1975  —  Mr.  Ezra  Q.  Matthews 

1977  —  Mrs.  Elva  Mcintosh  Johnson 

1978  —  Mrs.  Mabel  Gunter  Holt 

1979  —  Mrs.  Eula  Jones  Bolls 

1982  —  Mrs.  Gaynelle  Matthews  Cox 

1983  —  Mrs.  Edith  Stone  Gladden 


CHARTER  MEMBERS  OF 
POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Organized  May  2,  1890 


Dr.  William  Arnold  (age  63)* 

Mrs.  Mary  Anne  Mcintosh  Arnold  (51) 

Ella  Jane  Arnold  (31) 

Margaret  Catherine  Arnold  (25) 

Mary  Helen  Arnold  (18) 

John  David  Arnold  (21) 

Daniel  Henry  Arnold  (29) 

Thomas  C.  Campbell  (47) 

Mrs.  Christian  Mcintosh  Campbell  (47) 

Rosa  Lee  Campbell  (23) 

Mary  Anne  Campbell  (22) 

Irene  Campbell  (17) 

Montrey  Campbell  (20) 

Charles  Hilton  Campbell  (19) 

William  Benjamin  Campbell  (57) 
Mrs.  Nancy  McRae  Campbell  (57) 
Willie  Ann  Campbell 
Nova  Campbell  (22) 
Lou  Agnes  Campbell  (11) 
Donald  M.  Campbell 
Robena  Campbell  (12) 
Ellen  Campbell 

Andrew  Cole  (55) 

Mrs.  Hannah  Mossie  Jones  Cole  (43) 

Velena  T.  Cole  (20) 

Milton  Spinks  Cole  (17) 

Nancy  Mclver  Cole  (15) 

Mrs.  Margaret  F.  Gilmore 

Evander  McGilvary  (75) 

Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Mclver  McGilvary  (74) 

George  Alexander  Mcintosh  (43) 
Mrs.  Melissa  Jones  Mcintosh  (40) 
Annie  J.  Mcintosh  (11) 


77 


78  The  Pocket  Presbyterians 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Baker  Mcintosh  (Mrs.  David  G.)  (47) 
Arthur  L.  Mcintosh  (21) 
Daniel  Archibald  Mcintosh  (20) 

Daniel  I.  Mclver  (66) 
Mrs.  Margaret  Mcintosh  Mclver  (57) 
Mary  Margaret  Mclver  (16) 
Adolphus  C.  Mclver  (21) 
Elizabeth  Monroe  Mclver  (13) 

Mrs.  Adelaide  A.  Moore 
Bascomb  P.  Moore 
Florence  R.  Moore 

Mrs.  Mary  Mcintosh  Poe 
Ella  L.  Mcintosh 
Ida  A.  Mcintosh 

Thomas  A.  Riddle 
Mrs.  Mattie  L.  Riddle 

Alexander  Monroe  Wicker  (59) 
Mrs.  Caroline  Mclver  Wicker  (64) 
Margaret  Ella  Wicker  (33) 
Rosanna  Wicker  (31) 

John  William  Wicker 

Mrs.  Martha  E.  Wicker 
Laura  W.  Wicker 
William  A.  Wicker 


*Numbers  following  names  denote  age  where  known. 


Charter  Members: 
(Some  still  have  connections  at  Pocket.) 

Dr.  William  Arnold's  wife  was  a  Mcintosh  and  related  to  other  Mcin- 
tosh families.  They  had  a  son,  John  David  Arnold,  who  studied  for  the 
ministry  but  died  while  doing  so. 

Thomas  C.  Campbell's  daughter,  Rosa,  married  Allen  Jones,  Jr.;  daugh- 
ter, Irene,  married  Eugene  M.  Judd  —  both  of  these  men  were  principals 
of  Pocket  School. 

William  Benjamin  Campbell's  daughter,  Robena,  married  Daniel  Ar- 
chibald Mcintosh,  also  a  Charter  Member,  and  their  daughter,  Edith 
Mcintosh  Ellis,  and  some  of  her  family  are  still  members  of  Pocket.  An- 
other daughter,  Elva  Mcintosh  Johnson,  now  deceased,  was  the  first  wom- 
an Elder  in  the  Church.  Some  of  her  family  are  still  members. 

Andrew  Cole  and  his  family  lived  in  a  house  near  the  church.  One  son, 
Andrew  Jones  Cole  had  several  daughters,  one  Hannah  Cole  Smith  is  still  a 
member  here.  Another  son,  Colon  Carl  Cole,  had  a  son,  Colon  Carl,  Jr.  who 
is  a  member  and  is  an  Elder. 

Evander  McGilvary  lived  across  Raccoon  Creek  from  where  the  Pocket 
Church  is  now.  He  gave  the  land  on  which  the  Church  is  built.  His  daugh- 
ter-in-law founded  the  McGilvary  School  which  later  became  the  Pocket 
High  School. 

Mrs.  Mary  Mcintosh  Poe,  mother  of  Mrs.  Mollie  Poe  Bridges,  had  two 
daughters  by  her  first  marriage  who  were  Charter  Members.  One  of  them 
Ella  L.  Mcintosh,  married  Monroe  Pickard  and  they  had  a  son,  John 
William  Pickard.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  Pocket.  Mrs.  Poe  later  married 
Newton  Elijah  Poe,  an  Elder  at  Pocket. 

Thomas  A.  Riddle  was  married  to  Mattie  L.  Riddle,  both  Charter 
Members.  When  she  died,  he  married  "Doll"  Gilliam,  a  daughter  of  William 
Henry  Gilliam.  Mr.  Riddle  was  the  brother  of  Mary  Mcintosh  Poe. 

Alexander  Monroe  Wicker  was  one  of  the  first  Elders  and  the  first 
elected  Clerk  of  the  Session.  He  and  his  wife,  Caroline  Mclver  Wicker, 

had  a  son  who  went  into  the  Ministry,  The  Reverend  James  Mclver  Wick- 
er. 

John  Will  Wicker  was  the  Grandfather  of  Mable  Holt,  Jewell,  Lauchlin 
and  Ray  Gunter. 


79 


CHARTER  MEMBERS 

m 


William  Benjamin  Campbell 


?> 


Nancy  McRae  Campbell 


Front  row,  (I.  to  r.):  Robena,  Nova,  Ellen  Campbell 
Back  row:  Willie  Ann  and  Agnes  Campbell 
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Robena  Campbell  Mcintosh 
Daniel  Archibald  Mcintosh 


Mary  Ann  Riddle  Poe 


Ida  Mcintosh  McDonald  Ella  Mcintosh  Pickard 
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CHARTER  MEMBERS 


Andrew  and  Mossie  Jones  Cole 


Thomas  A.  Riddle  (and  second  wife 
Mrs.  Doll  Gilliam  Riddle) 


Mrs.  &  Mrs.  Anthony  Jones  Cole 
(not  charter  members  —  but  he  was 
ten  years  old  when  church  was  orga- 
nized and  his  family  joined.) 
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TWO  POCKET  CHURCH  FAMILIES 


Front  row,  (I.  to  r.):  William  Henry  Gilliam,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jane  Campbell  Gilliam, 
George,  and  James  Paisley  Gilliam.  Back  row,  (I.  to  r.):  Martha  Ellen,  Ada,  Mary 
Margaret  (Doll),  Kate  and  Fannie  Gilliam  (picture  taken  in  1890's) 


Front  row,  (I.  to  r.):  Pete,  Bury  and  Frank  Gladden,  2nd  row:  Mr.  John  Alexander 
Gladden,  (baby)  Colon,  Eunice,  Mrs.  Ida  Gladden,  Florence  and  Them.  3rd  row: 
Roscoe  and  Myrtle  Gladden  (Picture  taken  in  1907) 
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THE  DEED  to  the  property  given  to  the  Pocket  Presbyterian  Church  by 

Evander  McGilvary  January  13,  1894: 

Deed  Book  B-10     Page  383     Moore  County  Register  of  Deeds  Office 

State  of  North  Carolina 
Moore  County 

This  indenture  made  on  the  13th  day  of  January  1894  between  Evander 
McGilvary  of  the  County  and  State  aforesaid  of  the  one  part  and  T.C. 
Campbell,  J.W.  Wicker,  T.A.  Riddle  and  A.L.  Mcintosh,  Trustees  of  Pocket 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  other  part  witnessth  that  for  and  in  consider- 
ation of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  him  in  hand  paid  the  receipt  whereoff  is 
hereby  acknowledged  by  the  said  Evander  McGilvary  hath  given,  granted, 
bargained  and  sold  and  by  this  presents  doth  give,  grant,  bargain  and  sell 
unto  the  said  T.C.  Campbell,  J.W.  Wicker,  T.A.  Riddle  and  A.L.  Mcintosh 
as  afforesaid  and  their  Successors  in  office,  a  certain  track  or  parcel  of  Land 
lying  and  being  in  the  State  and  County  aforesaid  on  the  waters  of  Big 
Pocket  Creek  bounded  as  follows:  Beginning  at  Stone  on  W.B.  Campbell's 
line  running  north,  3V2  W.  5  Chains  to  a  Stone  in  W.B.  Campbell's  line, 
thence  N.  86V2  E.  5  chains  to  a  Stone,  thence  South  3V2  E.  5  chains,  thence 
S  87  W.  5  chains  to  the  Beginning,  containing  Two  and  one  half  Acres  more 
or  less  to  have  same  to  hold  in  fee  Simple  as  Church  Property  free  from  all 
encumberances  in  testimony  where  of  the  Said  Evander  McGilvary  hath 
hereunto  Set  his  hand  and  Seal  the  date  first  above  written. 

Witness 

A.M.  Wicker  J.P.  (Seal)  E.  McGilvary  (Seal) 

Filed  February  5,  1894 

Registered  February  18,  1894 


An  EXCERPT  from  the  Will  of  Evander  McGilvary,  written  October  22, 
1895.  He  died  March  8,  1897. 

From  his  Will  we  quote: 

"Item  3.  I  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Congregation  of  the 
POCKET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  all  of  my  interest  in 
the  McGilvary  School  property,  being  53  shares  in  said  proper- 
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ty,  these  being  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  shares  (157)  in  all, 
valued  at  ten  dollars  per  share,  and  my  will  is  that  said  congrega- 
tion shall  elect  two  trustees  at  their  first  meeting  in  May  each 
year  to  have  management  and  control  of  said  property  along 
with  the  other  owners  thereof." 


This  is  the  Deed  made  June  20, 1903  when  the  Pocket  Church  sold  their 
interest  in  the  property  Willed  to  them  by  Evander  McGilvary  in  1897  to 
Mr.  E.M.  Judd: 

Deed  Book  18  —  page  475 

North  Carolina 
Moore  County 

This  Deed,  made  this  20th  day  of  June  1903  by  D.E.  Mclver  and  W.J. 
Adams,  Commissioners  appointed  under  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  Moore  County  in  a  special  proceeding  therein  pending,  entitled  Eugene 
M.  Judd,  O.B.  Murchison  and  William  Arnold,  as  Trustees  of  the  McGil- 
vary School  property,  appointed  by  the  Congregation  of  Pocket  Presbyteri- 
an Church,  and  T.C.  Campbell  and  T.A.  Riddle  members  of  said  congrega- 
tion, Parties  of  the  first  part,  to  E.M.  Judd,  of  said  County  and  State,  Party 
of  the  second  part. 

Witnesseth  whereas,  the  parties  of  the  first  part  being  thereto  licensed 
by  a  judgment  in  said  action  did  on  the  25th  day  of  May  1903,  at  1  o'clock 
p.m.  after  due  advertisement,  expose  to  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  for  cash 
on  the  premises  the  lands  hereinafter  described,  when  and  where  the  party 
of  the  second  part  became  the  last  and  highest  bidder,  therefore  at  the  sum 
of  Five  Hundred  and  Seventy-five  and  50/100  Dollars  ($575.50)  and  com- 
plied with  the  terms  of  said  sale  to  said  court  the  same  was  confirmed  on 
the  20th  of  June  1903,  and  the  parties  of  the  first  part  were  ordered  by  the 
judgment  of  said  court  to  execute  a  Deed  in  fee  to  the  party  of  the  second 
part  upon  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  and  whereas,  said  purchase 
money,  has  been  paid  in  full. 

Now,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  the  parties  of  the  first  part  do 
hereby  bargain,  sell  and  convey  unto  the  part  of  the  second  part  and  his 
heirs  a  certain  track  of  land  situated  in  Moore  County,  described  as  follows 
to  wit: 
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Beginning  at  a  stake  southeast  of  the  school  building  on  a  line  with  the 
Jonesboro  Road,  thence  E.  11.50  chains  to  a  stone  in  the  road,  thence  N.  13 
W  26.70  Chains  to  a  stake  and  hickory  pointer  near  Raccoon  Ford,  thence 
W.  11.75  Chains  in  Andrew  Cole's  line,  thence  S.  60  E.  6.85  Chains  to  a 
stake,  thence  N.  1  E.  12.89  Chains  to  the  beginning,  containing  42  acres, 
more  or  less,  from  which  is  excepted  the  Church  lot. 

To  have  and  to  hold  said  land,  with  the  privileges  and  appointenances 
thereto  belonging  unto  the  said  part  of  the  second  part,  and  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  parties  of  the  first  part  are 
authorized  and  empowered  to  convey  the  same. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  of  the  first  part  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  and  seals. 

W.J.  Adams 
D.E.  Mclver 
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